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a statement?---Correct, and the statements of the officers
who were involved in doing that and so on and so forth.

So if this Commission wanted to know who made the decision,
where do we look to find those records?---Well, the records
are part of the investigation brief, they're part of the
situation reports that were brought to the steering
committee when we met, they'd be part of diaries, they'd be
part of the officers involved. There was no - and, you
know, I've told this Commission the circumstances in which
that decision was made, so I'm not trying to avoid my
responsibilities around that.

Al1 right. Another decision, for example, you recall that
there was a decision made to cover George William's tax
bill. Do you recall a decision made to that effect when
there was a process being undertaken to try and get Carl
Williams to make a statement?---1I recall that we decided to
approach the Australian Taxation Office about that as part
of a process of trying to get Williams to cooperate, yes, I
do.

He apparently had a bill of about three quarters of a
million dollars, we understand, or thereabouts?---I don't
recall the amount now, but I accept that if that's what
you're telling me.

If we go to the steering committee updates for Petra, will
we find a record somewhere of the decision made to approach
the ATO with a view to the Victorian taxpayer covering

Mr Williams' tax bil11?---I don't know whether it was the
Victorian taxpayer covering the debt - - -

A1l right, the Australian taxpayer?--- - - - I think it was
a question of whether the debt was forgiven. Again, I
don't know. I haven't seen any of that material for quite
some time. But I do remember - I think there are records
in existence around discussions had with the Tax Office at
around that time.

You see, when we 1ook at these - the Petra records, at the
outset there were some minutes taken in some of the early
meetings and I think your Chief of Staff, or at least - I
think _ a police officer, took some fairly
desultory notes earlier on, but that petered out after a
while. Was that a conscious decision? Was there a
conscious decision made not to keep clear minutes of these
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p.158 the same meeting, it's at 12.30 pm, Purana update, no
information recorded? —No.

But that's not to say you're not told about it because if
we look at someone else's diary it's quite apparent that
that was discussed in the meeting?—And it's in the paper
that came to the meeting.

Correct. So your diary wouldn't reveal that you were aware
that Ms Gobbo was wanting to approach Stuart Bateson and
yet you would have been aware of that, can I suggest?—On
the basis of that, yes.

Not long after that what we know is that - well Operation
Quills was going on and there was interest in Mr Mokbel
associated with Operation Quills, and the Commission's also

aware that Ms Gobbo was briefed to appear for a person by
the name of [Sj{dN[=Y ﬂ ?—1 know who

Bickley is, yep.

And then one thing lead to another and ultimately Ms Gobbo
comes into the police SDU Unit and is speaking to
them? —7Yes.

Right. The evidence is that on 7 September there was a
request by Acting Superintendent Hill, who is of the MDID,
to assist regarding assessment and he wants to talk about,
she wants to talk about association with the Mokbel crew
and then there's a meeting on 8 September between the SDU
and the MDID and there's a briefing to the SDU about

Ms Gobbo's potential approach and then there's a note in
the source management log of 9 September 2005 to the effect
that the MDID can't meet until Tuesday next week, right, so
that's on 9 September. And it's anticipated that Ms Gobbo
was then going to speak to the SDU the following week,
right? —Right.

Now in the meantime, on 12 September 2005, you speak to
Mr O'Brien?—7Yes.

And I put to you previously that you had a discussion with
Mr O'Brien about Gobbo's approached and the fact that she
presented opportunities with respect to Operation
Quills?—1 remember you putting that to me, yes.

Which was at that stage an MDID operation?—Right.
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And if we have a look at RCMPI.0133.0001.0001, at p.512,
which is in your diary, I think, at p.200, we see that your
notes refer to Mokbel, to 3838 for the first time?—7Yes.

And Mokbel meeting with [SI{&S[E)Y _‘?---Yes.

Lanteri cooking for Mokbel, Operation Quills, VicPol
operation, and accused Operation Brocard, which is an AFP
operation for a conspiracy to import involving Mokbel, Raad
and a person by the name of Abdullah, do you see
that?—No, I don't have actually have that in my
statement, which I'm going from. I don't have a copy of
the diary in front of me.

Perhaps if Mr Overland can be shown his diary?—Thank you.
Yes, I see that.

You see that, the reference to Brocard. The name is Raad
and Abdullah and there's a note, "Need to manage this
source very carefully"” and Terry Purton to be fully
involved?---Yes.

You were going overseas shortly, is that right?—7Yes.

And Mr Purton was going to stand in your shoes, is that
right, whilst you were away?—That's right.

Yes?—7Yes.

So he needed to be briefed on the matter?—My recollection
now, looking at that, is Terry Purton was Commander Crime.
To have a Commander at crime was recognition of some of the
operational issues that arise in that area, so there was an
extra layer of supervision, so I think what I was saying
there generally that as Commander, because he is closer to
the ongoing day to day operations than I was as AC; that he
needed to be fully involved in this, regardless of whether
he was Acting AC or not, but certainly if I was going away,
he would need to be involved.

Certainly if you're going away, he's standing in your
shoes, he has to be updated about what's going on? —He
does, but I think as the Commander, he needed to be
involved in what was going on.
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