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and I said, "Oh, thanks for the referral." He said, "Oh,
who was it?" and I said - and not often they ring to tell
you someone's gunna ring you, but no-one had rung me and
I said, "Oh, Darren, some - some bloke, Darren." And he
said, "Fuck, what's he in custody for?" I said, "Some
drug trafficking." I don't know anything about it at
this stage. Like, he hasn't told me anything on the
phone. I haven't spoken to Tony Hargreaves or don't know
the details of even what the allegations are ..........
tell you, he didn't tell me any details during that phone
call other than the fact that there were some - there was
going to be an extension of time because of the listening

device product, but I don't know, or .......... product.

Anyway, Tony panicked, went into quite a state and,
you know, I don't know what - I didn't know what the
connection was then. Next thing there was a fight and a

half between either I_ or Tony Hargreaves

who's acting for this bloke.

Sandy White-O

Mm'hm.

MS GOBBO: She's in there visiting him and visiting his

co—-accused. She's having meetings with Tony about it.
She's asking me about it and I'm saying, "I don't want to
know. Leave me right out of it. Can you do a bail
application for him?" and I think I went to see him once
about - think I saw him once or twice after that first
day. Maybe only once in the custody centre and only once
at the assessment prison. But anyway, saw him and spoke

to him about bail and explained to him that in my view
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he'd have to wait until his co-accused got bail because
his co-accused had, from what I knew, arguably better
exceptional circumstances. Now, that's a rule of thumb.
Get the weakest person out first and then go up, go

upwards.

I think Darren told me that - that that

He certainly told me that and then again, maybe_

told me after she spoke to him. I don't know, but in any

event it was agreed he had to sit tight and wait, and I

Fil
may have gone back to tell him Lhat_

Pll

wasn't going ahead on the day it was supposed
to go ahead and he - and he would have to wait. And
meanwhile behind the scenes there's this huge fight

between Hargreaves and-and-who‘s running

back to Tony every day.

Then she asked me to do a bail application for him
and I said, "Well, any instructions?" I don't get any
detailed instructions from her at all, although I think
she had met the girlfriend and family by then, and
ultimately Hargreaves was - I think his position in
custody, Darren's position in custody was, "I don't want
to offend anybody," and it was perfectly clear to me that
Mokbel was paying his fees and that if - that was if he
stayed with_ If he went somewhere else, then his
family were going to have problems with paying or
something and I - I never even went into hear that detail
because I don't deal with families. Usually I don't ask

about the family or money or whatever. People that you
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do get bail applications that you successfully apply for
bail for always pay the bill at the end of the day. 1In

any event, it's really a solicitor's issue.

Anyway, the date of application came on,
whatever day it was on, and Tony was on my back about
going to watch and to monitor him. I said, "I am not
going anywhere near that courtroom, not a chance,"
because every magistrate knows who I am, the police
officGers kOoW .. seeessaa go sit there, even though I
could have legitimately because I had an interest, in

that I was going to do a bail application for Darren.

In the meantime, the solicitor who acted as - acting
for- grilled me. He says, "Can
you — can you do a bail application for my client?" and I
said, "Well, I can, but I'm not sure whether there'll be
a8 gonElaict." becdlise I don't have <.cceaises she said to
me, "Ch, ng, Faul .....ssses has told me that you're
acting for" - so the only reason ...... - sort of
knew that I was acting for Darren was because the police

told him, not me.

Anyway, -went and watched the bail application
or she tried to watch it. What I understand happened is
that he got bail in the 20 minutes before lunchtime after

e — =

Which one,_ Qr = = =
Pl

MS GOBBO: yeah.

Sandy White-O
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that there's a delay, that the brief's gunna be later,
blah blah blah.

Sandy White-O

Mm'hm.

MS GOBBO: But I couldn't ask those questions having listened
to the record of interview where it was patently obvious
that there was a possible - not possible, obvious
conflict, not to mention the fact that Darren had told me
in custody that the police had made it crystal clear to
him that he shouldn't be ringing me. He shouldn't be
speaking to me because I was in a lead role on Tony and a

few other bits and pieces that he told me.

When I spoke to Paul, I said, "I can't do this bail

Ll

application,”™ and I was dearly hoping that something was
gunna happen between my office and the court so that I
couldn't do it for the obvious reason I didn't want to
have to face Tony not doing this bail application because
of the screaming and the abuse and everything else that
was gunna follow, but equally I couldn't do the bail
application because I couldn't stand up in front of a
magistrate and cross-examine in a way to reduce Darren's

role or put Tony in, bearing in mind that I was acting

for him.

As it turns out,-had stuffed up and not put a

gaol order in, so the guy wasn't brought in from
Melbourne Assessment Prison and that solved the problem
temporarily and that's - I think when I talked to Paul on

the phone, he said, "Oh, he was .......... " and I'm sure
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MS GOBBO: I don't know. He told me on - yesterday morning

Sandy White-O

that he met with - met Darren, because yesterday morning

was this - - -

Darren got bail.

Oh, did he get bail?

MS GOBBO: Yeah, yeah. Yesterday morning was when he suggested

Sandy White-O

the bribery thing or the, "Do you know anyone who could
be - would be able to fix it?" and said - I said - I
think I said to him something about Darren and he said,
"No, I spent last night with him. He's - he's - he's on

top of the world," blah blah blah.

Mm'hm.

MS GOBBO: And then today he said to me, "No, Darren's going to

sack Theo and Chris Dane because I've told him that he
can't be with them," and blah blah blah. He is desperate
for Darren to do some sort of a deal, plead guilty, get
it over and done with and absolutely desperate for

information about who, what, where. 1In the limited

AL "

material that we've been provided with - I say "we
because I've only seen one remand summary for- and I

don't there's anything about Tony or anyone else really -
and I didn't cross-examine to any great extent. I wasn't
present for - bail application and I wasn't present

for Darren's, but as, and she has reported back

the whole of the bail application to Tony.
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everyone - Tony's name went on the search warrants and
his details were in the brief but he was never - and he
was the subject of a search warrant by the Federal Police
but not charged till a year later when he gets arrested
by the Drug Squad. By then, the Drug Squad have given
the Federal Police there listening device conversations
that they recorded and those are sufficient to - for the
AFP to have enough to prosecute.
Sandy White-O
Are they - are they .......... tapes or are

Lhey = — &

MS GOBBO: Yeah.

Sandy White-D

MS GOBBO: Yeah.

Sandy White-O

So these are the tapes that he's talked about

wanting to get hold of?
MS GOBBO: Yes.
Sandy White-O
Yeah.

MS GOBBO: Desperately.

What, if those tapes go missing, that's the end

of the case?

MS GOBBO: Well, it is. If you take the tapes away - let's say

.01-21803838 16/9/05 a1,
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there's no tapes .......... NO-oNne Can Prove ........:.
because to try and rely on - this is a cop ..........
let's say you don't have them or let's say the judge

won't allow you to use that evidence.

Sandy White-O

Mm'hm.

MS GOBBO: Then you're left with

Peter Smith-0

Mm.

MS GOBBO: No jury will ever believe him, and if it's just him

by himself and no tapes and no __

Sandy White-O
Mm'hm.

MS GOBBO: He will walk.

Sandy White-O

MS GOBBO: The combination of _and the tapes

.01-21803838 16/9/05
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was, not back then. And I worked for someone, so the
person I was working for dealt with them, not me.
Sandy White-O
So tell me this: what's the best-case scenario

for you at the moment?

MS GOBBO: Best-case scenario? Find a sugar daddy and get out
of the law.

Peler Smith-0
You're in the wrong room.

MS GOBBO: NG i isdaiies look, when I started practising, it
was really - it was exciting. I had a lot of passion and
a lot of drive. I had a lot of enthusiasm. There was a

lot of variety. There was the excitement of, "Where am I

going today? Who am I going to meet?" I can't believe
.......... it was - I was - I'm burnt out, I'm cynical.
I can't deal with the stress any more. I can't deal with

the stress of the worry any more and now, like, with
people like Mokbel, we've got that added stress of not to
- not just his dishonesty towards us but_are
watching, Purana's watching, probably the Drug Squad is
watching, who - whoever else. But I'm not - I'm not
worried about those organisations from the point of view
of not involved in drug trafficking or anything like that
but from the point of view of money, you know, the
Proceeds of Crime legislation, that's what this
afternoon's conference was about, this whole restraining

order fiasco.

And I must say - I think I said this before - I think
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Purana has had an amazing effect because the - the more
you limit the ability of crooks to move financially and,
you know, he can't go to the casino and can't go to
racetracks, he's got a - somehow after 40 years
somebody's had enough brains to actually enforce the
Australian .......... namely he can't be in possession of
any property or it can be taken from him. So the

pressure's really on.

We've got another problem now with-because, you

know, you used to have the protection of, "There's the

solicitor, there's the insulation," in the sense of
financially there's the insulation, as in sort of
.......... or you can = the solicitor Will ...svuwos s

with the client. That's not out there any more. That's

- it's right out the window and I can't - - -

Insofar as he - he contacts you directly and

those sort of things?

MS GOBBO: That - that sort of - that sort of thing, but the

other side is I can - I can't - imagine if I was charged
with something and my defence was, "Hang on ..........
got a reasonable inquiry of" - if you charged me with
proceeds of crime, for example. I could say - I should
be able to say, "My solicitor has made reasonable
inquiries." I'm insulated by the fact that someone has,
within the meaning of the legislation, done something
.......... inquiries. How could you ever expect that
defence to work if the solicitor is someone charged

herself and doing all sorts of other things?
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Sandy White-O
Mm.

MS GOBBO: Which I've got to say I probably can't 'cause you
can't reveal- evidence.

Sandy White-O
You can't?

us cozzo: [
_ I don't think you can give me dispensation

for that.
Sandy While-O
No.
MS GOBBO: But - but I'm saying that as an example. Lz e i e
it means that - you know, she's somecne I don't trust. I

think she's a very dangerous - very, very dangerous
person, and I'm trying to keep some contact with her
because I think she's potentially a very dangerous
person. Now, she's the one that's trying to get all the
affidavits and the subpoenaed material that would bury me

straightaway.

Sandy White-O

MS GOBBO: So I'm probably driving myself more insane by trying

to keep track of what she's doing.

Sandy White-O
I Who have you been dealing .......... in relation

to that?
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and now there's - - -

MS GOBBO: But we're heading towards an adjournment for him or
some sort of stay application or something. We are
headed in that direction. I keep saying - my poor mother
has been listening to it since I was .......... I keep
saying, "It's all right, it's only gunna be - I'm only

gunna have to work like this for," you know, "three more

months," it's four months, five more months. But it
never ends. It's never gunna end because even if he gets
convicted, there'll be appeals and Proceeds of Crime

stuff, —tuff that'll go on for God knows how

long.

You know, there's another example. I'm - presumably
.......... got summonsed to the subpoena stage ..........
rings me up, "Can you appear for me?" I said, "Well, I'll
have to check," 'cause you've got to get permission from
them. Then, "Who else got subpoenaed? See if you can
find out who else went there. See if you can find out
who went to those things. You can you find out who's in
tomorrow." He's not discreet about asking. He says
stupid things on the phone and my blood pressure - I
reckon if I had a blood pressure monitor on me, it would
go up every time I look at the phone and it's him
ringing. Anyway, I could go on with lots of examples of
things he's done. I don't know the - I don't know the
answer to - the real answer to how it's gunna happen to
get out.

Sandy White-O
Yep.

.01-21803838 16/9/05 7
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MS GOBBO: July 24 last year.

Peter Smith-O

Sandy White-O : '
....... Mr Bickley gunna realistic - I dunno

whether realistically he's gunna give Theo the arse - - -

MS GOBBO: He will if Tony tells him to.

Sandy White-0 v
- - - then is he expected to come back to you?
MS GOBBO: Not to me, to a solicitor, tc robably.
Sandy White-0

Yeah.

MS GOBBO: Or he'll go wherever Tony sends him.

Sandy White-O
Because, I mean, that's I suppose - 'cause

Ehaf: — o~ =

MS GOBBO: No. You've got 'em bail.

Sandy White-O

b B o[ 7= Iy A AW Wy - P Eg -
MS GOBBO: No.
Sandy White-O
No.
MS GOBBO: Technically only .......... you know, you get - you
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