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The Royal Commizsion info the Maragamant of Police Informants

SUBMISSION OF:  PAUL NOEL baLE [

Ex-Detective Sergeant 27243 Victoria Police

Resined 20086

1o by 002w promoted o Detective Sergrent, positioned at the then Major Drug
Investigation Divisian, Vickorks Police, hereinafer referred 1o as MDD,
i weas during 2002 that | oomie into contact with Orimdeal Barrister, Mionls Sobho, Ina

P

professional capachy,

3, dicols was representing crimingls my team of lovestigators had recently charged. Qverthe
following several months would come Into contact with Nicols Gobbo on s regular basis as
the criminals we were charging at the thee were all ivobeed I malor drug trafficking
aoiivities, and It became very dlear 1o el 2t the BMDID 2t the time, thet Nicols Gobho was the
‘Go o’ lewyer for orimingls charged with malor drug traf8icking offences,

4, Micola had gedred s very good reputation amongst the major deag dealers In Medbourns and
spent many hours at the MDD offices assdsting ber clieats {She was regalarly called after
howrs by wrrested suspects- angd she woukd turn up to the offices of the RDID st 5t Kids
Rosd Polioe Complext.

5. 1 dont’t recall sepr sesing any other barvisters sitend st the MDD offions gfter hours as
commandy a5 Mook i, v now know why, she was sctually working for the Polioe and not
her clientsl

g, 1t was during this time that | met Nicola whilst G Duty’ et o Homiolde Sgusd sockl
funution,

¥ 4 du't recal! how this come sbout, however It was ats hotelfpub in South Melbourne.
Micols was drinkdng with numerous off duty members.

B, We had all had 2 ot o dvid when Mook offersd o drive us 2l to the Casing. Bven though
Wi wers aware she had besn deinking sxcassheely, o number of us squashed inta her
convertible Mercedes Benz coupe and were driven by Mool 1o the caslng, where we
vorstinued to drind into the sady hoors of the moming,

&, From thet night onwards | felt | ed bullt » rapport with Nicols, snd hense Dwould
recommend her to oriminals my team or others had arrested for drug malters.

10, Without socess to my old day books eto, | osn't exectly recall ali the crimingls names 1 dealt
with that were referred to Nicola, or slessdy had Mioola as 2 awyer, bat thers v many.

11, § had numerous contacts with Nicola during 20002 - 2003, both on a professionsl basis and s
sembier of socgsions sockily, and we got along well, both professionally and soddelly
throughout 2002/03.




SUB.0079.0001.0001_0002

This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police. These claims are not yet resolved.

5 b that Micols was bullding s reputation in the criminal workd
represerding high profile inals such as Tony Mokbelt and Carl Willlams

T3, | hesoams pwars v 2003 thet ioods was providing information o h«u;zmr Penglant Peter
Delanto of the Ethical Standards Department, Victoria P

14, BF Ranto was in charge of & tash foroe investigeting alleged norruption by members of the
shisbandied Drug Scuad.

15, Dwas present on s number of occasions when Nicols tosk calls Brow Desanto, Hicolk
informed re that Desanto was ashing ber toospeak bo criminals who gy be willing to pass
on information about alleged polics corruption,

15, She informed me that she had v olose relebionship with Desanto and that they met soclally
o oroasions as well,

17§ do pnt recall any further specifics of the Desarto oalls other than 10 say, Nicels wis passing

1E. i was during

THHEY

infprmation to hm st that e,

18, 1 had ne bsue with the fact she was sseisting Desanto at the tme, 531 had no respect for
corripd potos members,

19, Over 3 4 month periad in 2003 Y was in charge of g Drug Traft
saeveed Operation Gathegp,

25, Operation Gallep was aastigating largs soale Eostasy product
208, one of my lead Investigators, Delective David Mischel, slong with caresr orlminad and
prohific Police nformer, Terrence Hodson, ware caught trying 1o breald inta and stesl
drugsfoash from one of the Operation Gallop target addressss,

23, Ower the following few deys/wesks, pumerous arrests were made a5 a re
oistained during the operation Sallop investigation. 1 was during this tme, that Bicols sgain
was promirest in providing legal assistancs Yo s number of the avrested/charged oifenders
By particular Szvam Ahreeed ot main target of the neestigation,

3%, There wers nunerous remesd ball applications during this dme and | had & Int of dealings

ing iwvastipation Code

sty andd sales, o Septernbey

il of evidencs

with Mirola,
23, Wowas also during this Sme thet Miools was sssisting Terrence Hodson angd!

by oy, Ardrew

Hadson,
24, W Decerder 200% g5 8 0 it of & Cosrcive statement obtained From Terrence Hodson
npdicating me inthe Burglery of the Qokleleh house, Dwas charged and remanded in

wrastody,

15, tway immedisiely transferred bo Port Phillin Prison whsre Dremaied vt ray suocess
spplication aoms 10 deys leter

26, 1 veas during my thme o remand, Micols vishted me s professions! capscity and informed

fhall

me she was willing to act on my behalf, Facospted that offer.

7. Bovnetioe after iy releass it became apparent that Mook could not represent me as it
wotld havs barert a conflive of nterast.

&, Pwas sespensted from Victoria Police ot
Gobho on 3 regulsr basls sesking legal advice from ber, &0 s Hrees it was sy bellef that
Micols Gobbo was s practising Barrdster ard that sy corwersationsfdisoussions with her
regarding my begel matters were condidential,

3%, tean't revall the exact amoust of contact § had with Nicols through this peried however, a1
ong tee Nicoke calld e and pessed on s message from Terrgnce Hodson, Miools tobl me
that Yerrence Hodson waniad to meet with me. | replied that as | was currenthy suspendied

this Hme, however mainiained cootach with Nicola
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amd charped with criminal offences, [ could not meetwith Bim, Knowing what we all now

et of Nioola's rode s 3 romistorad sl highly sctive Police informant for s sumber of sreas
of the Victoria Police Force, | belleve Nicola In conjunction with members of Victorls Police,
wars irying 1o somehow set me up.

. I Iday 300M, Terrerws aid Cheisting Hodson were murderad in thelr Kew home,

. wae srrested st my home address and my address searched by Warrant the following
rarsing. Then Detective Senfor Sergesnt Charlle Bevdes v in charge of my arrest 3t the

= &

e,

23, L was conveyed to the 3t Kida Road Police compley, interviewed and relessed without
charge, v

33, Pmade contact with Nicds Goblo ot this time and met with hey ot a hotedfar in Albert Park,
b flarussend what bad just occurred with hor, ard other ratters of lopal concerns had ot the
£ing,

34, | met with her for legal advice In what | believed to be a legitimate Lawyer client professionsl
priviiaged cormersation. Dwould never had met with her or discussed my persongd
fepalforimingd concerns with heer had | koown she was working 83 a Regislersd Police
Informant for Victorls Police,

45, 1t was shortly after this thet the then OP was created. Dwas subpoenaed to the OPHwhere |
was compulsory examined I regands 1o some documents) folder {Commaonty referred to a3
the Blue Folder] that had besn removed from the MDID offines snd wers croulating within
e orimingd urederwoerkd,

. ¥ weas put toome that | had stolen this folder and relpased it somehow into the snderwortd,

§ agaln met with Micola and discussed this legal matter, belloving she was 5 practiclng

Barrister and that my legal discusshens would be kept privileged!

A8, Sormethne later, | think possibly 2004 or 3005 & further exemination was conductad into the
TRLUE FOLDER sind hovw B casoe fo be in the possession of certain yaderworid figures,

3%, bwaes subpoensed 1o attend a further compulsory sxamination that was conducted at the
Cranty Court ot the tme, Once apsin | dended any invobeemeandt i any oriningl activity,

A3, Aler this exardpation | agaln met with Micela Gobbo and discussed legal matiers belleving
vy corwarsation with her was of 2 privileged nabure?¥?

41, Pdoe't have o claar recollection of the evants of 2006 howeser | am falrly certaly that It was
20037 when D was again subpoenaed to 3 compulsory exarmdnation by the Austrafisn Crime

{a it
o

i

Corarsission,

47, 1 ws during this examingtion that Dwas asked cartaln guestions shout my relationship with
Hicols Gobbo. | cleimed privilege at that thre due 1o the fact it was my strong betief ard still
Ix T this day, that my dealings/conversations with Mivods Gobby wers of a dient/Lawyey
setting and thet certain discussions were privileged due to that fact

43, A short adjoprnment Took plece whilst itwes distussed with my counsel
gl provided to me by the Police Assoulation, Tony Hargreaves,

vy o oy brehalt

it nigr asweers could Incriminate me.
45, AL the start of the AUC hesring Dwas Informed of my rights and | wis provvided with s
vertificats against any possibie seifinorimination. Hwas pointed oot w0 me in s unoeriain
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46, 1

47,

50,

51,

5%,

58,

57,

rerras, that nothing | sald ot this compulsory and seoret bearing could ever be used agsingt
srie boy Wicrorky Police or amy other e jurisdiction.

{will never, ever belief such lias againtl] Absolutely sverything | said a1 2 compulsary 80T
Heardngs wis Includest by the bedel of videnve apainsg me for the charge of Murder

Hot ordy that, the entlre hearings trarsoripts weere provided to Car] wWilliares, In sl who
qu%}sequwtw %mafi ‘fi”;{*m *Eamu%h th ;3;! %y shern.

A48 1
therm as PQE ive n?mmws%!

. was either after this hearlng or the second ACC hearing Fwas called too, thet L wes ableto
acoess some of the ransoripts of evidence provided by other witnesses.

et with Nioola Gobho apgaln after my second compudsory hearing bebd at the Australian

Feders! Police Bullding, Melbourne n 3009,
' vt Park and Hdiscussed the fat | hard again recently atbendied a

Howas at this time that | actusily asked hor 87 was loga! for o to disouss the AU hearlngs 1o
which she responded, “Uamn your lwyer, and you are allowesd 1 talk to your Lawyer™.

b weas loft in o doubt in oy meimd thet what | was then talking o Micols Gobbo about wesa
Lepally Privileged Conversation.

Unhshoown to me ot the time, Micals was recording this comversation oo behalf of Vickoris

Policatl

. it weas a5 8 result of this teped oomeersation and an Induced statervent o Card Willlans

thet in February 3008, T was orsested agaln for the murdey of Terrenoe Hodson angd 1His tos
charged argd remansged iito custody,
f was immedintely transforred (o the ACACE upll of Barwon Prison, where | spent & wesks In
e fepdation, A tectis we now Know o be used by Victorls Police in coniunciion with our
alled independent Corrections department T breal peoples mental capaciy 1o cops.
it was during this time that bevas vishied by Selicitor Tony Hargrseves, whe informad me that
ainst e, woukd b g taped comversation Beid betwesn

g;a*% of the svidence {0 be alleg
Mook Gobbo gad ryself,

L. That the taped corversation was being saiil 1o corroborate Carl Willlams and hanve my

charging!
informed Tory that Bloola was my leesd advisor thet the majordty of my convsrsations ] had

with bvar, wers for %&ga% gvioe,
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Police and whoever slee was invobeed in this atrocious bebudour of utiising » practicing
Barrizter as » Molics informer. T

B4, Fwrote fo the then President of the Bar Asscciatinn and made my corplaing shaut how thig
coudd happen, | did not receive o reply.

65, AL i
hewlderment a5 1o how this cowld possibly be Bappening,

66, bway b £34 unit and had no contact with any
person for g 6 wesk periob {Yactic used by Victoria Police s Dspartenert of Correction)

67, Thiz is 2 iotally inhumane methodfractlc by Victoria Police and the Offive of Corrections 1o
brerak peopies sanity/mantal copecity to cope with o hoerendous situathon,

88, 1 3 so happy tdey, that this atracious behaviow of Vittorks Folloe/Ofice of Correctiong
and Micola Gobho, has been brought to the attention of the community and how this Roysd

abn st meke U people valved in this acoountable for thedr atedclous

as totelly undermined our fustice system.

poined b thme | b dost olf falth dn our legs! systern and wes at s compdets

baebed de Bseddation fn o Hoy oofl a8 the ACA

59, 1 ways remanded in custody for B months due (o this strocious behaviowr of Victoria police
gt Mineda Gobba, [ wiil be forever medicated due to the mental disorder this caused we
and the mental and plnesical sffects that It has had upon me, A combination of treachery by
Vistoria Police, Nicolz Sobbo and the Sorrectines Degarbnent,

70 inorecent Hmes sinos the sanouncement of the Boyal Commission, Dhave been spproashed
by @ number of peropls who have provided me with further Information regarding Hicols
Gobbe's autbities,

1. bwas recently approached ?3}‘— { presume this is how
his namme s spalt?

72, B o rned e st he wes selected to be part of the newly formed Humas Sources
Divisien back in 20087,

T3, 0w 3 newly Tormed squsd to contro! informers, Me stited he was working with
Zupsrinterddent Anthory Bigain, and others | don't recall the names
he mgstinned oow?

74, Me told me Bow they had their own offices they
operated in g covert manner and were

75, He further stated thet he was present when they first ovet with Bivols Goblo and reglstersd
b as Informer 3838,

Th Heowent ontd o exdplain how el cortact with humar sources _
v svondlone comnpriter Ties back ot thelr offices,

FE§ did not inguire with bim any further information as ) belleve the roval Commission has this
robe and that [ - oy be an ey member of Wictorie Police willieg 1o tell you
the truth, bevause beliews me, st will try (o Sesebre wou and outright He to you.

roached by a person well versed on the activities of Nicola Gobbo, be s

TH. | have alsn boen apy
& jonrnalist ared widedy o for bis stories surrounding the Gangland Wars {Adam Shand)

4 He informed me that Nicols Gobbeo had had o relationship with the then main drug
rafioking targnt of Operation Gallup, A Ahmed,

£, He further stated that ool helped dhmed lsurder grog oy through the purchase of
properties inchuding ey then chambers, in Nicolss name?

&L Arzam b since been releassd froen Jail ansd wants bis manay,
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82, Arzaen is 3 orbedne! the Bowsl commission should examing, because § s §s trus, thess
aflegations, then Yictorls Police will have boen swars of this,
3. Dngrlog 2 break ot oy Comunittal hearing for the musder charge, D wss approached by then

Detective Cameron Dindes. He told me Gobbo had been supplying B with infermation for

]
5]

agane thew, | disd not oontines with this conversation ot the tme. Cameran Deviss ey hold
information relevant fo the Tomrrission?
. Afrer feas gogquitied of the Australian Crime Comunission charges, Less withmy w

b after helng out for dinaer srd drinks,

2 g

884 B to Bords wehs e 16 vary Clest b me that he did not agres with usiog Gobbo asan
informerfwitness, but was divecied 1o do so by Simon Owerland

88, As g result of Nioolks Sobbos sotions In purporting o a0t 28 cou
againgt me was a funtemental and appalling breach of her obligations ax counsel to me and
he duties o the court

9, As proviousdy stated, | spent B months In custodly iag
ACACHS Undt, Ranwon Prison, as 8 divect result of Nicok Sobbos and Wctoerla Police’ s/ Do
of Corrections alrocius consplrecy bebaviour

ol while coverthy inforpsing

b ot onerous corgiitiens within the

i, iwas during ry committal that it beoame apparent thet Nicols was o Police Informer and
was turned ndo » prosecution witness on the Instructions of the then Chief conwnissioner,
Sirony Overland, in stiempt to comvict me of charges Hhad not committed.

%, These people need to be held to scoount, this has bean the grastest Sonspiracy to Persert
the Course of justion | havs ever witnessed,

Y%, Pwas a lucky ooe inthat | inught foc my nocenos Abelt sgeinst great odds {Police

raprobesibde condect at the highest levell,

4. §will never sver be the same person was before this steocious bebavlowr of Victork: Polies
ang Mirols Sobbo amd thelr conspliving 1 convict me of orim
sornerditest!

85, | arm ot called to give evidenoe ot this roval Sommisston, § will gladly glee this information

rregdia varmeras on the steps of the buliding the hearingy are held,

5. What Victoria Police and Micoks Gobho, at the highest level, have done to me and others was
criminat behaviour and they now reed to be held W scoount

97, Ehave no concerns of this information being made public,

S8, ok Roreard 1o this Roval Coremission Snally beleging justios 1o thase whes have et our

@3
B

fovad rrurtters Phad not

EiA]

syster down and rrandpulated cur legel systam so atnacioushy,

Pasn Dads





