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received that briefing note that Ms Gobbo was there
associating with these criminals who were targets of your
operation?---Yes.

If that's the case can I suggest you would have been
starting to, it would have been coming into your
consciousness that Nicola Gobbo was a person of some
interest to this operation or these operations?---Yes, but
one amongst many I would suggest.

Commissioner, I haven't got the VPL number for that
document at present.

COMMISSIONER: I think my associate might have it. No, not

% L Rt g G et S W YR S A Y
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12:3: sure.
i o (D ]
12:33:5¢ MR WINNEKE: VPL.0100.0012.0040.
12:34:01
12:34:01 COMMISSIONER: I'm told it's Exhibit 641.
12:34:06
12:34:06 21 MR WINNEKE: Do you need to see it?---1 accept what you're
12:34:00 22 putting to me, no.
12:34:13 23
12:34:16 24 Can we have a look at Exhibit 437, sorry, 473, which is a
12:34:29 25 note of a request to the Prison Squad by a person by the
12:34:33 26 name of of Task Force Purana, do you see
12:34:40 27 that, 15 December 3?---Yes, I see that.
12:34:42 28
12:34:44 29 Amongst the matters set out there, person by the name of
12:34:48 30 Daniel Hutchinson has been arrested and charged with
12:34:52 31 serious drug offending on 23 November 20037---Yes.
12:34:55 32
12:34:55 33 Linked to persons of interest to the Purana Task Force.
12:34:58 34 Made a telephone call to Gobbo using a prison phone.
12:35:02 35 Intelligence holdings suggest that Purana Task Force target
12:35:06 36 was at her office at the time the call was received and the
12:7 37 target had a direct telephone conversation with Hutchinson
12:35:12 38 using the phone. A request was made to monitor calls in
12:35:17 39 the future in order to detect unauthorised telephone
12:35:20 40 contact using Ms Gobbo's phone and to ascertain if this was
12:35:24 41 a method of communicating illegal activities. Do you see
12:35:27 42 that?---I do.
12:35:28 43
12:35:31 44 Do you have any recollection at all around this time of
12:35:35 45 hearing from investigators that there was a concern that
12:35:38 46 Ms Gobbo was facilitating unauthorised contact with
12:35:42 47 prisoners under the cover of legal professional
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Prosecutor WageaWaLfn8he& hit 9

Yes. Would you have wanted to retain any annotations or
any notes or any comments made by Ms Gobbo with respect to
the statements?---Look I think so, yes.

Blved.

I think I've asked you before about the complaint that

Mr Williams made to the Bar Ethics Committee and the Law
Institute and you say you were generally aware of
that?---Again, I'm aware of it. Again, I'm struggling to
remember exactly when I became aware of it.

These were public utterances by Mr Williams during the
course of court processes and it was not a matter that was
kept secret deliberately I suggest from you?---No, no. I
may have known about it, I may not have. I don't recall.

This 1is around August 2006 in the preparation for the plea

of HIEEN. Yes, I'm sorry, I
H?---Yes.

And Mr Williams was upset about the fact that Ms Gobbo was
proposing to act for that person for the plea. Were you
aware of that?---I don't think so.

Were you aware earlier on in the year that Justice King,
who was conducting these trials I think on about IR
2006, called Ms Gobbo and Solicitor 2 before her and
indicated that as far as she was concerned neither
Solicitor 2 nor Ms Gobbo should have any involvement in any
trial proceedings involving Williams . \|lecre
you aware of that?---I don't believe so.

A1l right. Now, can I ask you about the events leading to
Ms Gobbo's registration. In August of 2005 there was an
operation going on called Operation Quills, I've suggested
to you before that there was MDID interest in this
operation, Operation Quills?---I remember the code name,
yes.

And that concerned associates of Tony Mokbel | NG

Mr Bickley [ ]
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aims made by Victoria Police.

WITNESS: Yes, I know the name.

MR WINNEKE: And there are two other people, one by the
name of jiland another by the name of who
were involved in that operation?---No, I don't remember
those names.

Mr Bickley was an associate of Mr Mokbel and that was
apparent during the course of the investigation in
Operation Quills. Now - - - ?---1 accept that, yep.

Do you believe that you would have been aware of
Quills?---1I had some knowledge of it, the name rings a
bell, yes.

It seems that on 31 August, at Teast prior to that, there'd
been arrests, mid August, and there was a bail application
set down on 31 August for and Ms Gobbo had
beenengaged to appear for him and early on that day Ms
Gobbo had spoken to Detective Senior Constable Rowe of the
MDID,who was the informant in that matter and laid out
some,concerns that she had. Now, I take it you
subsequently became aware of the way in which Ms Gobbo
came into the arms of Victoria Police as a registered
informer?---Yes.

And you say, look, as a general proposition your awareness
was around the fact that Ms Gobbo had got herself in a
situation where she was in fear?---Yes.

What the Commission understands is that she had felt that
she was in a position of conflict. She'd Tistened to the
record of interview and Mr Mokbel's name had been mentioned
and she felt that she'd be embarrassed if she represented
because of the fact that she was then acting
forMr Mokbel in other proceedings and that she'd be in a
conflicted situation, do you follow that?---I follow it,
yes. I don't know if I was aware of that at the time.

And that may well indeed be a reasonable view to
take?---Yes.

If she is acting for Mokbel, and she was at the time
because there were preparatory stages for the trial which
proceeded the following year, it may well be entirely
appropriate for her to say, "It's not appropriate for me to
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1 N ISTRELERARECIL R )&t /B2, v\éa ¢ contrary to
2 interests of or examp , 1T I have to
3 cross-examine the police officer in a bail application to
4 suggest that was no more than a bit player and
5 the major person involved in this was Mr Mokbel"?---Yes.
6
7 And I take it you would understand that that may well cause
8 her to be in a conflicted situation?---Yes.
9
10 Right. And in any event it appears that she had made it
11 clear to Messrs Rowe and also another officer by the name
12 of Mansell this concern and they spoke to Mr 0'Brien, and
13 indicated to him that Ms Mokbel wanted to say some things
14 or tell them some things?---Ms Gobbo.
15
16 I'm sorry?---You said Ms Mokbel.
17
18 I think that's been said plenty of times this year.
19 Ms Gobbo?---Ms Gobbo.
20
21 And Mr O'Brien said, "I think you should tape the
22 conversation”. Now we understand that that
23 occurred?---Right.
24
25 Now, were you ever made, was it ever made known to you that
26 these events had occurred?---No.
27
28 What, you say this is the first you've heard of it
29 here?---Yes.
30
31 And subsequently conversations were recorded I think on two
32 occasions in the event Ms Gobbo didn't appear because the
33 solicitor hadn't put a gaol order in and the client didn't
34 turn up, so the bail application didn't go ahead?---Right.
35
36 But what did occur was that there'd been communication made
37 and an arrangement was put in train for Ms Gobbo to speak
38 to the SDU?---Right.
39
40 Now, the evidence is that Acting Superintendent Robert Hill
41 of the MDID requested or made an assistance, a request for
42 assistance of the SDU, or the SDU to assess Ms Gobbo to see
43 whether she was suitable to be an informer. And that
44 occurred, that request was made on 7 September. And
45 subsequently there was a meeting on 8 September. Perhaps
46 if we can have a 1ook at the source management log for 8
47 September. This appears to be an entry made by Mr Sandy
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met with Hil another perso e name of White, Adrian
White I think it is, Mansell and Rowe, a briefing regarding
human source, which is Gobbo, and Operation Quills. You
understand who Sandy White is, I think I've asked you that
before?---1I do, yes.

"She's concerned she's under surveillance and may be
killed. The SDU to meet with same for assessment. Concern
that Ms Gobbo's well-known to numerous police members and
may have spoken to some regarding an approach to the MDID."
Then on 9 September there was a note to the effect that the
MDID was unavailable for a meeting until possibly Tuesday
next week. And then there's this entry, if we can go to

Mr O'Brien's diary of 12 September 2005. Have we got that
or not? No, all right. We'll put this up in due course
but can I suggest to you this, that on 12 November

Mr O'Brien indicates that he's spoken to Assistant
Commissioner Overland re Task Force Purana update and there
was a discussion by, where they discussed solicitor Nicola
Gobbo - - -

MR GLEESON: Commissioner, can I ask that given that we
don't have a view of it but Mr Winneke tries to read it
verbatim, maybe he is but - - -

MR WINNEKE: No, I'm trying - no, no, I'm trying to read
it. It's hard to read. Perhaps we'll put it up. I think
we need to find it, and I apologise. VPL.0005.0126.0001 at
page - there's a typed out version which we've got of the
diary, we can do both. Mr O'Brien, Commissioner, provided
typed out versions of his diary notes. We've got the other
one which is available as well. It might be easier if we
go to that.

COMMISSIONER: While we're waiting. Mr Holt, you were also
going to provide the document analysis, a report. That's
not ready yet?

MR HOLT: It's being provided in an electronic form.

COMMISSIONER: Thank you, I think that's already been
marked Exhibit 901D when it comes.

MR HOLT: I should indicate there's a report and then
there's a series of emails which the Commission's
investigator was (indistinct). We propose to produce them
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Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER: Okay, thank you.

MR WINNEKE: Right. That's the actual note and it appears
to be, "Spoke to AC Overland re Task Force Purana update
per sheet. Discussion re solicitor Nicola Gobbo and
opportunities re Operation Quills. To consider ACC
hearings. To discuss receipt of recent AFP investigation
re Mokbel. Assistant Commissioner queried re Mokbel, State
charges, brief and time frame too". It appears he uses to
as a spacing, if you like and we'll have a look at his
typed out version, that might give us some further
information about it, but at the very least it appears to
be that you were informed on that day that Gobbo is going
to be of use or may present opportunities regarding
Operation Quills. Can I suggest to you that effectively
given what's occurred up until now, the fact that Gobbo has
approached 0'Brien's investigators and has given them a
rundown of her concerns, and a plan had been put in train
by this stage to have her assessed by the specialist Human
Source Development Unit, it would have been conveyed to you
at this time that there was consideration being made to
having Ms Gobbo registered as a human source to provide
information concerning Tony Mokbel, and at the very least
Operation Quills, which was an operation against associates
of Tony Mokbel, and indeed he was a target of this
operation.

MR HOLT: Sorry, Commissioner, this document has
significant names in it.

MR WINNEKE: There we've got the note there. Do you accept
the proposition that I've put?

MR GLEESON: There was about 12 propositions with respect.
It's no criticism, it was a difficult task but you might
break it down.

MR WINNEKE: Right, let's break it down. Do you accept
that you met with Mr O'Brien on 12 September 2005?7---I have
no recollection of that but if that's what his diary entry
shows I accept that's what his diary entry shows.

Do you accept that you had a discussion by way of a Task
Force Purana update?---Again, is there an associated update
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There may well be. I don't think we've got one, but in any
event - - - ?---1'd expect there to be one if that in fact
occurred.

Do you accept that you had a discussion with Mr O'Brien
about Nicola Gobbo?---I accept that I've had discussions
with Jim O'Brien about Nicola Gobbo. My general
recollection 1is that it was Tater than this but, you know,
I'm reading what's there. I'm not in a position to dispute
it, I don't remember it. My general recollection is I
would have spoken to him later than this.

Do you accept that this note reflects a discussion that you
had with Mr O'Brien about Nicola Gobbo and the
opportunities that might arise through receiving
information from her as an informer regarding a particular
operation called Operation Quills?---1I accept that's what
the note says.

Right?---Yes.
Well - - - ?---1 don't have any recollection.

It says a 1little bit less than what I put to you?---But I
don't have any recollection of that and my general
recollection is that the time, and I've struggled long and
hard to try and recall this because as I've said
consistently, I don't remember when or how I found out.

Yes?---But my general recollection was when I found out she
was registered as a human source and that I understood she
had come to the organisation because of threats from the
Mokbel syndicate and I understood that she was going to be
used against the Mokbel syndicate. I accept all that. I'm
just not clear whether I had that conversation at that
time.

It certainly seems from this note, bearing in mind that
steps had been put in train on behalf of Mr O'Brien's unit,
the MDID, to have her registered, that by 12 September
those steps had already been put in train and there are
attempts being made to introduce her to the SDU, do you
accept that is what the evidence suggests?---I accept all
of that, absolutely, yes.
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Tt cer tafnly, pppgate, NiFjefIghRen Docn a meeting on

this day wherein ere was a discussion about Ms Gobbo and
certainly at face value opportunities that she may provide
or present for furthering the investigation of Operation
Quills?---1I accept that's what it says, yes.

And if you accept at Teast from me that Operation Quills

concerned (UMMM and two other people and [g=IENEAN in

particular who was an associate of Mokbels?---Yes.

And indeed Mokbel was a particular target of Operation
Quills?---1I have to accept your word on that, I cannot
recall whether that 1is the case or not.

If you are prepared to accept those propositions then do
you accept that you had warning prior to Ms Gobbo's
registration that she was indeed going to be put in contact
with the SDU?---If that's - yes, that's the case.

So your assertions that you were surprised and shocked when
you discovered that Ms Gobbo had been registered as a human
source clearly don't hold water, do they?---No, they do.

You say they do?---Yes.

Well, did you say to Mr O0'Brien prior to, and this is
clearly prior to registration and prior to the meeting,
"Look, I've got real concerns about this, I don't want this
to occur"?---No, I didn't say that. I - my recollection is
that I sought to understood the reasons or the
circumstances under which she had become a human source.

Yes?---1 understood she was motivated by the fact that she
was in fear of her Tife.

Yes?---1 understood that she had, in language I would use,
had got too close, had compromised herself, had crossed
professional boundaries, had become a facilitator for the
Mokbel syndicate and in those circumstances I understood
she was in some real difficulty. I was concerned about her
becoming registered as a human source, but I think the
alternative courses of conduct were more risky than this.
So it was a situation that sometimes confronts you, you
find yourself involved in a matter that you're not happy
about but it just seems that the alternatives are worse.

Right. Now, Mr O0'Brien says that he was told at around
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