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Nicola Gobbo

Barrister
Clerk Meldrum
205 William Street
Melbourne 3000

His Honour Judge Chettle
County Court

250 William Street
Melbourne 3000

10 September 2005

Dear Judge,

I am providing this letter in support of Mr. Azzam Ahmed who is pleading
guilty to very serious charges of trafficking before you. I am fully aware of the
contents of the briefs of evidence against him and I have appeared for him on
various occasions since his arrest in September 2003.

On 24 July 2004 I suffered a stroke.

I live by myself and had woken up alone with a headache at about 8.30am. As it
was a Saturday my only plan was to go to work as I had a conference arranged
for 12.00 with a client. After taking pain relief I tried to go back to sleep but
could not get rid of my headache. I had gotten dressed and ready to go to work
when Mr. Ahmed rang me. It was not unusual for him to contact me on
weekends as he knew he would always find me at work but it was very unusual
for him to call at that hour. I answered the phone (mobile) and could not speak.
I could understand what he was saying but I could not respond. I can remember
vividly the nightmare of trying to speak and not understanding why I couldn’t.
At the time the last thing I thought was that I had suffered a stroke. He hung up
and called back. I can’t remember clearly how many calls he made but I recall
my hysterical crying during the last call and him asking where I was and
whether I needed the Police or an Ambulance. I still could not speak. I am
forever fortunate that he came and drove me to the- Hospital.

I was admitted immediately and whilst it seems almost surreal now, my arrival
there was difficult as the staff asked Mr. Ahmed questions about my health,
medical history and movements that morning, none of which he was capable of
answering. Eventually I communicated with doctors by writing after being






