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Access to Chartres-Abbotts Australian Tax Office File
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Briars Investigators discovered that on 01/04/2003 the taxation file relating to Chartres-Abbott
was unlawfully accessed. At the time of the access Peter Spence, who was in the employ of
the ATO, was travelling to Albury. Bob Hynninen a fellow employee of the ATO, was working
that day at the ATO'’s Albury office. Both Spence and Hynninen were former members of
Victoria Police.

The theory put forward by the Briars task force was that Peter Spence who had once worked
with me had contacted Hynninen and asked him to check the ATO's file on Chartres-Abbott.
The theory was that Hynninen at Spence’s request accessed Chartres-Abbott file using
another employee’s computer. Hynninen then passed on the information to Spence who in
turn passed it on to me and that enabled the undersigned to provide”’e“’g""'with the Chartres-
Abbott's address.

There are a number of problems with this theory. The first being the timing of the unlawful
access. Depending on which of*"***” versions you wish to accept™ ®**” was not
approached to deal with Chartres-Abbott (at the earliest in May of 2007) was at |least cne (1)
month after the Chartres-Abbott file had been accessed, M ey may be capable of
many things but he is certainly not prescient. You might have thought that a simple
calculation would have killed this theory.

Alas that was not be the case. Briars task force detectives travelled up to Albury to interview

the employee whose terminal was used to access the file. At the time her
terminal was accessed she was working but was eight (8) months pregnant. Far from
distinguishing themselves the Detectives accused [ o being = [N
was having an affair/relations with a Police Officer in Melbourne.  For the record, |
understand that she is not*and was not having relations with anyone in
Melbourne. During the course of the interview | believe that she advised the investigator
concerned that she believed that an employee by the name of Gerhard Zimmerman was
responsible for accessing her computer. Her belief that Zimmerman was responsible was
based on the following:

At the time Zimmerman worked along side of her in the next cubicle
due to her condition she was often required to take toilet breaks providing Zimmerman
with the opportunity to access her computer. &

« Zimmerman had a history of unlawfully accessing ATO files.

| believe that Zimmerman was interviewed and he denied accessing the Chartres-Abbott file

Bob Hynninen was interviewed in relation to this matter where he denied accessing
computer. Bob searched his phone records and has been able to prove from those records
that it was physically impossible for him to have accessed the computer terminal in question
as the phone records placed him in another part of the ATO complex at least half an hour
away from the computer terminal.

In 2013 Hynninen and Spence interviewed and took a statement which Zimmerman signed.
In that statement he confessed to unlawfully accessing Chartres-Abbott file. In his statement
he reveals that he was employed by the ATO as a low level clerk from 1986 until 2004 when
his employment was terminated. He admitted between the years 2000 to 2004 he would
routinely access the ATO computer system to search for the personal information of friends
and acquaintances where he would maintain a birthday book. Occasionally he would search
people he had read about in newspaper articles one such check being on Shane Chartres-
Abbott.

100. Hynninen and Spence, who passed away last year, for some inexplicable reason remain

suspects for the murder of Chartres-Abbott. Despite providing Victoria Police with
Zimmerman's statements and Hynninen's phone records that clearly show that they were not
responsible for accessing Chartres-Abbotts ATO file Victoria Police as recently as this year
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