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Sensitive: Legal

Meet with Paul Sheridan — 30/5/12 (commence at 0945 hrs — blue font indicates
responses or other offerings from Paul)

Provided Paul with details of the contemporary English text “Covert Policing - Law
and Practice” by Simon McKay indicating it may be helpful to him in his role. Also
provided by later email a copy of the:

e Home Office Covert Human Intelligence Sources Code of Practice, and

e The Robinson / Hill 2002 case.
.high—risk sources under control of DSU at present? (confirmed that this was about
right — may be a couple fewer at present as some recently deregistered — certainly it
would be no more than that) Ongoing focus of DSU handlers will be those real high
risk matters — the worst of the worst.

AOR’s (acknowledgement of responsibility)

e AOR for 3838 (need to review this)? Still trying to find this one - John is
scouring audio recordings as we speak — Will locate and provide to you. Is odd
that it cannot be readily located.

e Purpose of AOR other than for reinforcing the bounds of the relationship? —
AORs are almost contractual in spelling out the intended relationship and what
is actually required, and what won’t be tolerated. - I am surprised to learn that
this one for 3838 was verbal.

e Are these always verbal? I am surprised that with 3838 it was verbal but this
case was before my time. Perhaps members were intimidated in dealing with a
lawyer and felt that if they presented a document offence might be taken or it
might be challenged. Will know further when it is found. No reason why a
word document for the AOR cannot be created and then attached to the
interpose shell for the source to be available and visible to all (Management
through to handlers).

e Ifno document exists how are they consistently and regularly reinforced
(particularly if multiple handlers involved)? Good point! You need a
document to refer to

e How does management remain aware of what is within AOR and if it is fit for
purpose? Applications for registration come to me with a risk assessment and
AOR and I will review them then (await confirmation from Paul Sheridan as
to this process)

e Would legal advice ever be sought prior to the compilation of an AOR? — Not
my practice to seek legal advice — think we can be overly dependent on getting
legal rulings on all we do. Think I have a pretty good sense of what is right
and appropriate but would not conclusively rule out seeking legal advice if it
was necessary on some particular point.

e Do you believe that the AOR should be a hard copy document that is
developed in conjunction with, and to compliment, the risk assessment? (not
provided to the HS but perhaps formally adopted by the HS and kept on file? -
Views?) Yes this makes sense one should compliment the other and they
should sit together. The AOR should almost serve as a contractual

undertaking between the parties. Would be helpful if I GGG

Compilation of Risk Assessments
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