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Introduction
The men and women entrusted with crime prevention and policing play one of
the most important and critical roles in our society. We rely upon them, and trust

them, to carry out their functions with honesty and integrity.

Conversely, the most insidious act of public office is the act of corruption. At its
worst, those in public office ally themselves with criminals or organised crime.
Equally as treacherous however is where law enforcement is compromised and
confidential information is passed from those in policing roles to the very targets

of criminal investigation.

Sir, before I commence to say a little more of the specific nature of this
examination, it is necessary to make an important observation. This public
hearing should not lead anyone to the erroneous view that all police are corrupt.
Such a generalisation is simply not true. The overwhelming majority of police at
all levels carry out their duty with the honesty and integrity of which I spoke
earlier. This hearing focuses on a very few. This hearing should not cast a

shadow over the majority, who in reality are also betrayed by such misconduct.

Corruption in the form of the unauthorised disclosure of confidential
information is very difficult, and at times, almost impossible to detect. Part of
the difficulty stems from the disbelief that public trust in a person can be broken.
Often, the higher the level of responsibility held by the person, the more difficult
it is to believe that the trust may be abused. But beyond that (and more
significantly) where the allegation is levelled at police, they have the training,

skills and experience to best know how to avoid detection.


















