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Is another way of looking at it that these criminal gang
members issue lots of threats, but they don't necessarily
always kill people and perhaps it's a pretty big step even
for them to kill a barrister?---I think that's probably a
very accurate statement. I don't think they had anywhere
near enough information to decide, "We have to kill a
barrister", that would have brought a massive investigation
onto them.

A1l right, I wanted to nonetheless - there are some very,
very serious threats that are issued in her direction over
the course of her acting as an informer, aren't
there?---Yes.

And that lead to this project Gosford. I just want to take
you through some of the aspects of that unfolding story
now. This is a new subject matter. Can I ask you then to
go back to at the beginning of the folders, p.187. I'm
sorry, I need to take you back to something earlier than
that. Yes, it's p.627---Sorry, I've just broken my folder
and I've got reports everywhere. 627

Yes. Now, this is early in the story again. You'll see 25
November 2005, that - do you see about point 3 of the page
there's a reference to Tony Mokbel and DSU issue?---Yes.

It says that, "Mokbel's bail app during the week there was
an allegation that an informer involved in the FedPol case
was threatened. This occurred in Beirut where an unknown
associate of Mokbel allegedly told the informer that he
would be skinned alive and burnt if it was confirmed that
he was an informer. Ms Gobbo mentioned that this caused
Ms Gobbo some concern at the time considering Ms Gobbo's
current role". Now, I take it the police never had any
doubt, Teaving aside the method of killing, that Tony
Mokbel was always capable of killing people if it was 1in
his interests to do so?---That's right.

This information indicated, didn't it, that Tony Mokbel had
a particular dislike of informers?---I think you can draw
that conclusion.

In fact I think it is right, isn't it - I think I've said
this but perhaps just to make it clear - I think the
criminal community would regard being an informer as one of
the circumstances that really does justify that person
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you've rightly corrected me. So part of the periodic risk
review I presume is to Took at the ongoing risk to the Tife
of the human source?---Yes.

But I suggest to you the way it really always operates in
practice is that you're looking at that risk from the point
of view of what steps might be taken to protect the human
source on the footing that he or she continues as a source,
you're not really looking at the issue: are the risks to
1ife so great that that human source should be withdrawn
from the field?---Those things are considered.

A1l right?---And decisions had been made in relation to
sources to cease the operation because the risks were just
too high to continue.

COMMISSIONER: Just a moment. Are you all right,
Mr White?---Sorry, Commissioner, I just had to take a
jumper off, it's very hot in here.

That's all right. If you need to stand up and have a
stretch at any time, feel free to do so?---Thank you.

MR COLLINSON: A11 right. If I can ask you to go to p.315.
You'll see the heading "Horty Mokbel" about point 4 of the
page?---Yes.

"Horty wants to know if Rob Karam is ready for dinner
tonight. Karam could not make it so it was altered until
Monday night. Horty was with a female friend last night
and looking on the internet and asked the source if her
apartment was for sale or lease and on the corner of and
then there's an address there. That's yours, isn't it?"
And then the security issue has Ms Gobbo commenting that,
"She shivered with fear when she heard him say this as she
believed that they did not know exactly where she Tived.
Her unit is very secure and she is now very security minded
and aware". It would seem from this information that the
Mokbels were aware of the home address of Ms Gobbo fairly
early on in the, well maybe well prior to the informer
relationship, do you accept that?---Not the Mokbels. That
next sentence, "Who knows her address?" There's a
reference there to only Tony saying "may have known". She
lists the people she actually was aware did know.

Yes. But one of those is Horty, isn't it?---Yes, sorry, I
missed that.
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These claims are not yet resolved.

right.

If I could take you to p.365. You'll see at point 5 of the
page - now I think, is this information where it begins
from, "Detective Sergeant Bateson", is that information
coming from Ms Gobbo or - presumably that's what Mr Bateson
has told Ms Gobbo, is it?---I'd say that's information
supplied by Ms Gobbo.

Yes. From a discussion she's had with Mr Bateson?---Yes.

And that indicates that Carl Williams thinks that

Ms Gobbo's responsible for all of those witnesses and is
not happy and I think what that's meaning, isn't it, is
that Carl Williams thinks that Ms Gobbo's responsible for
all of those witnesses cooperating with police?---Yes.

And then it continues, "If Gobbo says hasn't read
statements and it comes out has something to do with them,
looks worse for Ms Gobbo. Ms Gobbo's suggestion is to say
they told me the general subject but wouldn't let me read
them". This is Ms Gobbo's Tife of sailing pretty close to
the wind I think, isn't it, in terms of getting involved in
advising these witnesses to assist police?---Yes. I'm
sorry, the question - - -

When I say sailing close to the wind, in terms of exposing
her own Tife to risk?---With this group of people, yes.

And this activity oddly enough extends to the period before
she became a human source. Two of those witnesses about
whom Car1 Williams had that suspicion were witnesses for
whom Ms Gobbo acted prior to becoming a human source,
correct?---That's right. She was doing nothing more than
what she probably should have been doing as a lawyer.

But it would seem Carl Williams is becoming suspicious that
there being three of them, maybe something's going on,
maybe she's a police informer?---1 don't think you can draw
that conclusion just from that particular piece of
information.

No?---Obviously they don't expect, they have a level of
trust about her because I don't imagine any other barrister
in Melbourne who had been involved in doing exactly the
same thing they would have felt under threat. I think it
was just she was a trusted individual amongst that group of
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These claims are not yet resolved.

He was another interesting character I think, wasn't he?
He was one who at one time had an idea of blowing up the
County Court in order to get an adjournment of his criminal
trial?---I've got a vague recollection of that.

In any event, this connects in to the apparent information
that Gatto had said he'd obtained that Purana had a female
human source?---It's consistent, yes.

If I could take you to p.424, point 2 of the page. "Source
calls the handler at 9.58. Roberta Williams approached

Mr Gatto to have the source knocked. Gatto said, 'You're
joking, she's a friend of mine'. Gatto has helped her find
a place to stay". Now, did the police think that that
approach by Roberta Williams was a serious one?---I can't
recall addressing that specifically.

It's, on any measure, a hair raising life, isn't it, that
Ms Gobbo is Tiving at this time?---Yes.

Page 431. You'll see at point 2 of the page Ms Gobbo's
reporting in September 2006, "Heard on grapevine Roberta
Williams trying to recruit someone to bash 3838. Didn't
say". Are you able to say what the words "didn't say"
mean?---No.

It then says, "3838 suspects from John Higgs or
connections". So does that connect to the previous item in
the sense that Roberta Williams is trying to recruit John
Higgs or his connections to have Ms Gobbo bashed, is that
the way to read that?---I think what they're saying is she
saw Manella at the office, her office. Manella told her
he'd heard on the grapevine that Roberta was trying to
recruit somebody to bash her. Ms Gobbo suspects that
Manella might have got that from John Higgs or connections.

MR COLLINSON: Yes, I see?---Bearing in mind that John
Higgs was a connection of Manella's.

Yes. Is there any connection with the next item, "He is
receiving question mark from prisoner", I don't think
that's a pseudonym, "Matt Johnson"?---I'm not sure if
that's a reference to Higgs is receiving it or Manella is
receiving it.

This seems to be an ICR that just doesn't, it doesn't seem
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These claims are not yet resolved.

to be very well written, does it?---It's unusual in its
layout, I haven't seen one like this that I can recall. I
know there's been some recreation of IRs, sorry, ICRs and I
suspect this Tooks 1like it has some sort of automatic
numbering system attached to it, which is not how we did
it.

That's all right, I'11 pass on. Can you go to p.466,
please. I think this is just an - sorry, at point 7 of
that page. This seems to be a summary within SDU of some
of the information that's coming through and it says,
"Gatto and Thomas both involved in discussions with Roberta
Williams who was actively attempting to harm 3838. Risk
assessment to be conducted regarding this proposed meeting
once details are provided by Thomas to 3838". I think

Mr Gatto was trying to dissuade Ms Williams from this
course of action, wasn't he?---Yes, I think he was. This
seems to be a reference to her going to a meeting with
Gatto and Thomas on Friday.

Yes. Can I take you to p.474. 1I'm sorry, hang on - I need
to take you back a bit, it's p.446. This is 3 October
2006. At point 3 of the page do you see the paragraph,
"Karam said"?---Yes.

It says, "Karam said that Horty asked if he trusted

Ms Gobbo and Mr Karam said yes. Horty asked what Ms Gobbo
knows. Reply was everything about everything". Just
pausing there, that was I think Mr Karam disclosing to
Horty, wasn't it, that he'd told Ms Gobbo really everything
about what his current drug dealing endeavours
were?---That's, that's what that would be a reference to.
Karam was involved in importing containers of drugs and
tobacco which he mentioned to her from memory quite early
in the piece and spoke about it regularly. And he also
spoke about the fact that Horty Mokbel was involved with
him in some of those criminal enterprises.

Yes. Of course Ms Gobbo was tasked in to Mr Karam, wasn't
she?---Yes.

And as the period of her being an informer unfolded she

gathered an extraordinary quantity of detail about

Mr Karam's activities?---She did. I think it kicked off
initially because Karam had asked her if she could find

buyers for a very large amount of MDMA he had.
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These claims are not yet resolved.

Source had just got home from a night out in Lygon Street.
So we start to get into a phase now where texts and phone
messages are left or sent to Ms Gobbo, aren't they, that
make all kinds of threats against her?---Yes.

If I could take you to p.2170?---21707

I'm terribly sorry, p.584. Do you see the heading "SDU
issue" about point 3 of the page?---Yes.

"Received a death threat SMS. Keep your mouth shut or
die"?---Yes, I see that.

Was it ever established who was sending that SMS
threat?---There's some information there about what was
done on it. This is part of Operation Gosford, which was
managed by Dale Flynn from Purana.

Yes?---And once again you'd have to talk to him about the
outcome.

Yes. Can I take you to p.723. You'll see the heading
"Operation Gosford" there?---Yes.

At the top of the page, "3838 advised that she had received
another threatening text message" and then it's set out in
the next dot point. You'll notice it describes Ms Gobbo as
a police informing dog, seeming to fasten upon that point
rather than just dog generally?---Yes.

As you said earlier, the response is to suggest that 3838
contact Mr Flynn because he was effectively in charge of
Operation Gosford?---That's right.

I see the time.

COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, we'll adjourn now until 2
o'clock, please.

<(THE WITNESS WITHDREW)

LUNCHEON ADJOURNMENT
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UPON RESUMING AT 2.08 PM:

COMMISSIONER: Mr Collinson.

<SANDY WHITE, recalled:

MR COLLINSON: If the Commissioner pleases. Mr White, if I
could just take you back briefly to p.642, please, ICR 67.
If you've got that reference, you'll see the reference to
Abdul Khoder there?---Yes.

I was going to say that that's Mr Motor Mouth but that's
actually, must be some relation of Karl Khoder's, is
it?---It is a relation, yes.

Anyway, for whatever reason it appears that around this
time, that is February 2007, Motor Mouth's brother is going
around saying that 3838 1is a police informer, do you see
that?---Yes.

Do you know anything about the background to that? I mean
that's yet another source of allegation for this status for
Ms Gobbo but do you know what it was based on?---No, I
don't. Looking at the rest of the dot points there, I
don't know whether - because she raises somebody called EI
Khoumi who I can't recall, denying that she's a police
informer. I don't know whether the two are connected.

Yes?---But to be honest I don't remember Abdul Khoder being
involved in anything.

A1l right. Then over on 643, the next page, at about point
2 of the page, perhaps these and other concerns generate a
view expressed by 3838 that she's considering leaving the
country at this time, do you see that in the second-last
dot point under the heading "Welfare"?---Yes.

And I might have taken you to this before but in the next
dot point she expresses this view, she's done a complete
circle and is really no better off than when she started on
this whole process of being an informer?---Yes.

If I could take you to 759.

COMMISSIONER: The next volume?---Yes.

MR COLLINSON: Actually it starts at the bottom of 758.
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You'll see a heading there that relates to Docket
Waters?---Yes.

And you'll see that 3838 refers to a meeting she had with
Waters and Hodgkins, a person called Inspector Bob
Hodgkins, at the South Melbourne Anglers Club, the first
dot point?---Yes.

Then over the page you'll see in the first dot point that
Ms Gobbo recites in her report to the handler that as part
of the conversation Hodgkins mentioned that "he was with
Dr John at the Marriott Hotel the other night" and you can
see it's in grey so I won't read it out, but you can see
the concern Ms Gobbo had arising out of that reference by
Mr Hodgkins?---Yes.

Do you have any recollection of that, that she had that
concern?---I've got a vague recollection, yes.

I mean this is just another aspect of all the risks that
Ms Gobbo took on with this role, isn't it, that she might,
even with the best procedures in the world, be seen with
the handlers by the wrong people?---And be compromised,
yes.

I suppose she was a fairly prominent figure around
Melbourne in these days, wasn't she, so that accentuated
the risk?---Yes.

If I could take you to p.775. You'll see the reference
halfway down to Horty Mokbel, do you see that?---Yes.

It says a couple of dot points down, "Horty has visited
Milad and obtained the statements" of those persons.
"Horty 1is furious with reading the same. 3838 commented
that a number in the statements have not been edited
properly"?---Can I stop you?

Yes?---0Okay, I've found it. Sorry, I was Tooking at the
wrong Horty Mokbel reference.

That's all right. I was under that heading "Horty Mokbel"
about four dot points down?---Yes.

I was reading, "Horty has visited Milad" and obtained those
statements. "Horty is furious with reading same. 3838
commented that a number of areas in the statements have not
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been behind this.

Yes. He was a suspect, as one can see, as revealed in the
dot points there? Do you see a 1little further down?---Yes.

There's a number of suspects, but he's one of them?---Yes.

Are you now able to say what the threats related to or why
they were being made?---No.

I think the next is 1077. You'll see there's a reference
about point 7 of the page to Tony Bayeh and rather oddly
he's actually quite friendly in this call, or at Teast
ostensibly so, and says that he wants to see her with a
problem he had, presumably some advice he's seeking?---1I
see that.

If I could take you to 1167?---11677

Yes. I've already taken you to that page but you'll see at
the top of the page that's a reference to a fight, I don't
know whether it was verbal or physical or both, between

Mr Karl Khoder and Mr Bayeh where Bayeh was calling

Ms Gobbo a dog. Do you see that?---Yes.

And then p.1179. 1It's actually 1178 I'm sorry. Then Bayeh
calls her to - if you look at about point 7 of the page,
"Bayeh calls Ms Gobbo whilst I'm talking to her", that's
whilst the handler 1is talking to her, "she tells him she is
busy and she will call him back Tater". She then gets a
series of text messages from him as follows, "I've heard
from my solicitor that you have a problem with me", and she
responds. Over at 1180 you can see the impact that this
kind of threat is having on her health. She says at point
3 to the handler she's fed up with her Tife and feeling
depressed, she needs a break. Ms Gobbo is supported in
this and agreed she needs a break. Then 1186 at point 5 of
the page you can see that Tony Bayeh is himself assaulted
by four blokes in a car who jumped him, see that?---Yes.

Then it appears over the page at 1188 at the top of the
page that Bayeh has half an ear missing as a result of that
assault?---Yes.

Then 1191. I think it actually begins at 1190 at the foot
of the page. Do you see that Ms Gobbo gets a call from
Tony Mokbel?---Yes.
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This is a call while he's in Greece and he was pleased to
hear that she was helping out Karl Khoder and that his case
had been resolved. "He made a comment that he would be
true to her till death do us part". Ms Gobbo says, "It is
comments Tike this that make her very scared of Tony
Mokbel, he plays subtle mind controlling games". Do you
see that?---Yes.

That seems right, doesn't it, that the comment from Tony
Mokbel "til11 death do us part" appears to be a threatening
one?---That's how she's taken it.

1216. You'll remember Mr Winneke - if you look at the foot
of the page you'll see a reference to Roula Mokbel?---Yes.

You'll see that she says some things about it and then 1in
the last, second-last paragraph, "General discussion on why
she's doing these cases for nothing and all this running
around when it is really a job for Grigor". He's the
solicitor acting for Roula Mokbel, isn't he?---1I think that
must be the explanation.

It says, "Basically it comes down to self-preservation for
her. She needs to keep them close and stamp out rumours
about her when they sprout up. She needs to keep them on
side or else she is in trouble re her 1ife". Do you see
that?---Yes.

Do you accept that generally as a proposition for why she
was, even when not supposed to be acting for some of the
Mokbels and their associates, that she was less motivated
by the intent to make money but instead to keep them close
to her so that if some threat to her emerged she'd be in a
better position to protect herself?---Yes, I do. That was
the reason why she was continuing to go out to the gaol to
talk to these people.

1219, she seems to say something very similar. She doesn't
actually explain it but she does mention towards the foot
of the page that she has been on the phone to Horty and
Milad in relation to their cases, do you see about point 9
of the page? 1It's the last - the third-last dot point on
the page, 1219?7---She has been on the phone, yes.

Yes. She's not acting for Horty or Milad, is she, at this
time?---Well we didn't think so.
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She's not representing them. I mean they have independent
legal representation, don't they, at this time?---They did.

Yes?---My only reservation is, comes about as a result of
evidence that Mr Winneke showed me suggesting she was
charging at various times for some of these visits.

Yes. She's sort of floating around in the background
speaking to people Tike Horty and Milad, although not
appearing for them on the record, is that a fair
description?---That's right. And our belief was that she
was maintaining appearances because if she didn't she
thought that would be suspicious, and also that she was
keeping her ear to the ground about the rumours.

Yes?---The vast majority of the material related to
people's belief that she was an informer. It was actually
coming from her, what she picked up.

Yes. She can proffer excuses to members of the Mokbel clan
that she can't appear for them because of a conflict or
whatever, but that wouldn't stop them, I suggest, from
thinking that she could still be used as an informal source
of advice for them?---It wouldn't stop them thinking that,
no.

Indeed, if she didn't continue that role of being an
informal source of advice, that might encourage them to be
suspicious about her?---I didn't believe that at the time
but I think - I know that's what she believed.

I mean if, for example, she basically didn't contact them
at all, that would make them suspicious, wouldn't
it?---Well that's what she believed. 1I'd said to her on a
couple of occasions, and I think the team did as well, that
we felt the objectives were achieved but she obviously had
this ongoing concern and wanted to stay on top of it.

Yes. Page 1296, 15 October 2007. You'll see about point 3
of the page she tells the handler she has just checked her
letter box, there is a letter in there addressed to "Dog
Nicola Gobbo". "She has opened it and there is a sympathy
card with two bullets inside. Advised her not to touch the
letter or contents at all. She has opened the letter using
a brochure, has not handled it at all. Card says, 'one for
the heart and one for the head. You won't see your
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birthday next month if you keep talking to the pigs"'.

Gobbo is very scared, she is shaking. Advised her to leave
it where it is and ring Dale Flynn straight away. She'll
be putting the envelope and rest of her mail in a plastic
bag", and Flynn is contacted in relation to Operation
Gosford. Does it become clear where this threat's coming
from?---1I can't remember.

It appears to be possibly in connection with the OPI
hearing, is it, because it seems to say, "If you keep
talking to the pigs". Anyway, look, I don't need to press
that question. Over the page at 1297, I won't go into the
details, but you can see in the fourth dot point she
reiterates her fears about the letter. Over at 1298, about
point 3 of the page - tell me if I'm going too fast - you
can see that the subject matter of upgrading security
around her flat is addressed?---Yes.

Over at 1300 you can see from the top of the page she stays
with her sister. Clearly it's a very scary threat in the
mind of Nicola Gobbo, isn't it?---Yes.

If I could take you to 1324.
COMMISSIONER: 1324 or 2347

MR COLLINSON: Sorry, 1324. You'll see at - do you see the
heading "SDU management" about point 67---Yes.

And a reference to a tape recorder?---Yes.

I don't know whether I'm - I think I'11 put this very
generally. She wears a tape recorder, doesn't she, 1in
relation to a particular person in order to see whether she
can catch that person making threats?---On the phone, yes.

Yes, I see. If I could take you to 1395. You'll see at
about point 6 of the page "threatening woof woof
calls"?---Yes.

Although that might to some sound amusing, that is someone
making barking noises on the phone to connote that she's a
dog, isn't that the point?---I would think so.
14667---Sorry, can I just go back to that Tast question?

Yes?---There seems to be an explanation in those dot points
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as to who that was.

Thank you. I've moved on, can you tell me what page I was
on.

COMMISSIONER: 13957---Could you go to 1395, please,
Mr Collinson.

MR COLLINSON: Yes, touché.
COMMISSIONER: Mr White enjoyed that very much.

MR COLLINSON: Yes, I've got that page. The name is
revealed there somewhere, is it?

COMMISSIONER: Yes, the first dot point?---George Balakis.

MR COLLINSON: I haven't seen much about him. Where does
he fit in?

COMMISSIONER: If you read down it tells you a little more.

MR COLLINSON: Yes. Right. So he just seems to be a
client of hers but somewhat oddly he's making threats even
though - I don't think he's got any association with the
Mokbels; does he?---That name doesn't mean anything to me.

Yes. Let's go then to p.1466. Again I'11 not read this
one out because I think there's some protective redactions.
Do you see at the top of the page - - -

COMMISSIONER: It wasn't him if you read on. She had the
time wrong about the calls, if you read on.

MR COLLINSON: I see.

COMMISSIONER: For the sake of Mr Balakis' reputation I
make at that clear.

MR COLLINSON: Indeed, yes. This is at 1466. 1It's the
first section reflecting the call from Ms Gobbo at 2.05 pm.
She recites something that happened in the course of a
social encounter with a Mr John Higgs, doesn't she?---Yes.

I suggest to you that Mr Higgs was suspected by the police
to be a very dangerous criminal?---Yes.

.22/08/19 5138

WHITE XXN - IN CAMERA



14:
14:

14:
14:

14:
14:
14:

14:
14:
14:
14:
14:
14:
14:

14:
14:

14:
14:
14:
14:

14

14:
14:
14:

14:
14:
14:
14:
14:

14:
14:
14:
14:
14:

14:
14:
14:
14:

40:
40:

40:
41:

41:
41:
41:

41:
41:
41:
41:
41:
41:
41:

41:
42

42:
42
42
42:
142

43:
43:
43:

43:
44:
44:
44:
44

44:
44
44:
44:
44

44:
44
44:
45:

This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police.

45
51

56
00

09
15
23

28
33
40
47
50
55
58

59
03

11
36
45
54
58

17
26
29

47
10
16
19
23

217
34
39
43
47

49
53
57
02

ONO O WN =

A BEABAPDBEADDPEDDPREPOOOWOWWOWWWWNDNDNDNDDNDNDNNDNN=_222 A2
NO OO R WN 000N PROWON_LO0OO0OONOOAPRRWON_APOOCOONOOCODWON—-OO

VPL.0018.0001.4780

These claims are not yet resolved.

You can see in the third dot point what was happening that
created the risk?---Yes.

I think reading down you can see that as a result of what
Mr Higgs was doing, what happened with the screen?---Yes.

So this is the 1ife of a sort of a double agent, isn't it,
Mr White, where you're exposed all the time to the risk of
discovery?---Yes.

I said double agent, perhaps I should say the 1ife of a
human source undertaking the sort of activity that Ms Gobbo
did. There were some occasions where I think Ms Gobbo
imprudently, in terms of her interests, suggested wearing a
wire with some particular criminals. I don't mean Mr Dale,
I mean some other occasions. Can you remember that coming
up?---No.

Would you agree with me that it's a very high risk thing
for a human source Tike Ms Gobbo to do?---Yes.

If I could take you, please, to 1523. 1In December 2007 you
can see about point 4 of the page there are four
threatening texts that Ms Gobbo receives which I won't read
out, but you can see from their terms that they're
extremely threatening, do you agree with that?---Yes.

Then over the page at 1524 it would seem that the
suspicion, if one looks at point 2 of the page, the
suspicion falls on Mr Bayeh?---Yes.

Then over at 1562. At this stage Ms Gobbo is developing a
social connection with Mr Gatto. You can see at point 8 of
the page she recites that she just got home from Gatto,
"Many there, much to tell, details later. Gatto went
through Gobbo phone", see that?---Yes.

Then over the page at 1563 there's a more detailed
description. You can see at point 6, sorry, point 8 of the
page, "Gatto checked in Gobbo phone for contacts, was
joking about Boris Buick". Now he's a police officer,
isn't he?---Yes.

"Did this for a while, didn't check everything, didn't look
at contact numbers. Gatto showing off to others to some
degree." Where does Boris Buick fit in? Why would he have
made that joke?---I think Boris Buick was at Purana in the
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early stages.

Yes?---He wasn't involved with Jim O'Brien's Task Force but
I think he might have been involved with Purana Task Force
when Gavan Ryan was running it and they were Tooking at the
murders.

It seems - - - ?---Boris Buick - - -

Sorry, you go on?---He may have been involved in the
investigation of Gatto for the killing of Benji Veniamin.

Yes. It seems to be then, is it, a jocular reference by
Gatto to Ms Gobbo having some improper connection, and I
say improper in the sense of perhaps acting as an informer
and her contact being Boris Buick?---0Oh, I don't know about
that.

Right. Can I take you then to the other volume of ICRs and
ask you to go to ICR number 2, p.247---These are the 2958
folder?

That' correct?---Sorry, page number again?

It's p.24. 1If you have that page you'll see at the top
that Ms Gobbo has called and her mother has Tocated a toy
stuffed dog under her letter box?---Yes.

And there's discussion about that. At about point 3 of the
page Ms Gobbo is recorded as stating her conviction that it
was a veiled threat. Do you agree that that's
1ikely?---Yes.

Then if I could take you to p.73. If you look at the foot
of the page you'll see the heading "Tony Mokbel"?---Yes.

Below that Ms Gobbo recites that she received a call from
Tony Mokbel from Greece, see that under the heading?---Yes.

"Ms Gobbo stated that Tony Mokbel finished the call by
asking how Ms Gobbo's mother was, which was something he
never did, and she thinks it must be related to the threats
being made." That was a pretty reasonable connection for
Ms Gobbo to draw, wasn't it?---I can understand why she
thought that, yes.

Well if she's right with her factual premise that Tony
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Mokbel never asks after her mother, and he asks after her
mother, it's suggestive, isn't it, if it's occurring soon
after that stuffed dog under her mother's letter
box?---It's a possibility.

It appears Mr Gatto, with whom Ms Gobbo's becoming quite
close, actually gives her a can of mace to carry at this
time, is that something that you remember?---No.

Page 78, point 8 of the page. We're in of course March
2008 now, coming to the end of this enjoyable period in her
1ife. You'll see the reference to another text that's come
through?---Yes.

There's another one over at p.79, do you see at point 3 of
the page, it's a threatening phone call?---Yes.

Do these all prove to be Mr Bayeh?---I have a recollection
that they were but, again, to be certain you'd have to talk
to Dale Flynn.

Yes. If I can take you to p.153. This is 12 April 2008,
do you see that at point 47---Yes.

Ms Gobbo recites that Mr Tony Mokbel is calling her a dog
and making threats and she seems to have got this
information from Alistair Grigor. He's a solicitor, isn't
he?---Yes.

And apparently, "He was on the phone to Tony Mokbel this
afternoon. Tony rang to check with Grigor if the rumours
are true, that Ms Gobbo is a dog. Tony Mokbel apparently
furious with Ms Gobbo. Alistair describes that he went
right off on the phone, saying that if he could get to her
he would bury her alive. If he ever comes back to
Australia then he said he will pay her back because she has
ruined his family. Alistair described Tony Mokbel as
fucking furious and he was beside himself on the phone with
anger". Was this because Mr Mokbel thought she simply had
a role 1in persuading witnesses to give evidence against
members of the Mokbels or because Tony Mokbel suspected
she's a human source, or aren't you able to remember?---I
can't remember but I've got a vague recollection that Tony
Bayeh might have been talking to Mokbel.

Yes. I think it was thought by the police that Bayeh was
the sender of the threatening texts, correct?---Yes.
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These claims are not yet resolved.

Then if I could take you to p.172. You'll see at the foot
of the page a date 16 April 2008. It says, "Purana will be
attending. Jason Kelly to be called out. Fire scene is at
York and Clarendon Street, South Melbourne". You can see
that?---Yes.

This is the incident where Ms Gobbo's car was set on fire,
right?---Yes.

It's not Tong after the - this is 16 April, and the
conversation I took you to that Ms Gobbo had with Tony
Mokbel's solicitor Alistair Grigor was about four days
earlier on 12 April, so that would immediately throw
suspicion, wouldn't it, on the Mokbels as the persons who
did this?---I'm not sure whether it threw suspicions on the
Mokbels or I think it was - my recollection is it was Tony
Bayeh.

But he's a soldier in the Mokbel Army, isn't he?---Yes, he
is.

If we could go to p.179, 17 April 2008 at the foot of the
page. You'll see the heading "Tony Mokbel"?---Yes.

She got a call this afternoon out of the blue from Tony.

As I say to you, perhaps you don't have a recollection
about it, but Tony just would ring, Tony Mokbel would ring
incessantly at this time. Anyway it continues, "She was
not expecting his call at all. It was vintage Tony in that
he was very nice to her and said he would have rung earlier
other than she had been away". Over the page, "He said he
heard her car had been burnt and he asked why on earth that
would happen. He said it seemed obvious that she had
obviously broken someone's heart deeply and he asked who
that could be. He told her to make sure she tells the
police that she has broken someone's heart"”. It does
continue a 1little further down, "Ms Gobbo says he was very
nice on the phone to her and it did not seem sarcastic". I
think Tater on it tends to emerge that it might have been
not so much Tony Mokbel as one of the brothers that might
have been more 1likely behind the burning of the car
incident. Do you have a recollection about that?---No.

At 185 Mr Gatto comes in to assist. He says at point 7 of
the page, he offers the useful advice while at dinner with
Ms Gobbo that this 1is all a police conspiracy to torch her
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These claims are not yet resolved.

car so she has to then rely upon them. I think we can
dismiss that in terms of 1likelihood, can't we?---Yes,
definitely.

Page 217, there's some discussion about the fire at about
point 4 of the page. Someone, either the handler or

Ms Gobbo, says, "It's now an opportunity for her to sever
ties with the Mokbels and the crew. She needs to act the
way people expect. Send the message that Ms Gobbo is
totally pissed off with Mokbels and no Tonger will deal
with them. No doubt that they are behind this and most
likely sanctioned by Horty". Do you know whether this is
Ms Gobbo or the handler expressing the views that it's
Bayeh and Horty?---No, I think this would have been us.
This is consistent with what I said earlier when I said
that there was a number of occasions where we had said to
her the objectives were achieved, the Mokbels are in gaol.
You know, we don't need to go any further. So this, I
think, would have been our suggestions to her.

Yes. I think it's clear from other references that you
were telling her that this gave her something of a golden
opportunity to get on her high horse, so to speak, and say,
"Well Took, if you're going to take your suspicions of me
to the extent of burning my car I'm just going to have
nothing more to do with you", wasn't that the
thesis?---Yes.

But the view that Bayeh and Horty were behind it, is that
the SDU view?---I think that must have been information
from Dale Flynn.

Yes. Then p.431. You'll see at the foot of the page,
sorry, 1in the middle of the page Alistair Grigor going to
Barwon and he seems to have given Ms Gobbo some
information. He said that Milad wants to murder her. One
might wonder whether that's privileged information or
whether the crime or fraud exception applies, but in any
event Mr Grigor seems to be wanting to Took after her
interests. He only expects to get another two years and
then he said "she will keep". "Horty wants to kill her as
well." We're well into, we're getting two-thirds of the
way through her period as an informer but no person in
their right mind, I suggest, Mr White, knowing the history
that actually happened, if you wind back to September 2005,
would ever wanted to have embarked upon being a human
source for the police?---No, what occurred, yes.
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These claims are not yet resolved.

Page 443. You'll see there a reference at point 6 of the
page to Danielle. It's an entry for 8.06 pm?---Yes.

16 June 2008. It says, "Danielle meet went very well.
Went really well". That's a reference to Danielle Maguire
who 1is the girlfriend or wife of Tony Mokbel, yes?---Yes.

Ms Gobbo 1is engaging in a connection with Danielle, isn't
she, in order to try to get the message percolating into
Tony Mokbel's mind that really Ms Gobbo can't act for him.
I think by now he has returned to Australia and he's in
gaol awaiting trial. Do you have a recollection about
that?---1 don't have a recollection. I'm just reading it
to see what she said.

Sure?---Yes, this is her talking to Danielle trying to get
out of having anything to do with representing Tony.

I think Danielle's quite sympathetic and if you Took at the
top of p.444 she seems to blame the downfall of Tony Mokbel
on the Williams' camp for some reason?---Yes.

Further down the page at point 7 you'll see Ms Gobbo kept
pushing the point to Danielle that Tony Mokbel knows where
Ms Gobbo stands, "She cannot act for him, made this clear",
yes?---Yes.

You didn't seem to recollect this but I was just suggesting
to you that this is at a time when Tony Mokbel is putting a
lot of pressure on Ms Gobbo to act for him in relation to
his criminal charges?---It might be. As I said, I can't
recall.

That's all right. Go to p.456. This is one of these - I
think this is a meeting with you that this - if one goes
back to 448 one can see the start of a meeting where you're
in attendance on 17 June 20087---Yes.

A11 of these notes, I think including through to p.456,
reflect matters discussed at the meeting, does that seem
right?---Yes.

These meetings, they must have gone on for hours some of
them, Mr White?---Yes.

Anyway, on p.456 there's a bit of a summary by Ms Gobbo
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These claims are not yet resolved.

about, if you look at point 3, "The fears and concerns she
lives with every day, fear of the OPI and being called
there, fear re the threats she is getting and her car fire,
she's not getting enough work. She says she'll be
petrified when Milad gets out of gaol and what he might do
to her. She carries a general fear of retribution by the
Mokbel family. She fears Tony Mokbel will turn on her".
She's also saying, if one Tooks at point 6 of the page,
that she's not really pointing the finger at SDU, she does,
I think, take it on her own shoulders to some degree.

She's recorded as saying, "She's not saying it is all
someone else's fault for the position she is in. She
accepts this. She says it was her fault she got too close
to the Mokbels. She's just saying that it's hard to deal
with all these worries and rumours day after day. It is
draining on her. Every second person who asks after her
she thinks it could be a test". It's apparent, isn't it,
that her Tife really has become a nightmare, hasn't it, by
this time in the informer relationship?---Yes.

COMMISSIONER: She says at the bottom of the page, "She
says she would do it all again".

MR COLLINSON: Yes. What do you make of that, Mr White,
that she said she'd do it all again?---Well, I mean she -
from my observation she coped with pressure pretty well.
Yes, she became emotional at different times and she could
be up or she could be down, but she did generally feel that
she'd done something worthwhile for the community. And
this is I think after the Karam arrest at this stage, I
think. I don't know whether she - whether that was a joke
or she really meant that.

Yes?---At this point in time.

I mean sometimes people say things Tike that, one might
have to Took at the actual audio transcript here, but they
sometimes say it with different tonal qualities, don't
they? It might be she felt, "Since I've done it all, I
need to justify in my own mind what I've done given the
position I've now arrived at". People talk Tike that,
don't they?---Yes.

Or she might have meant it as a joke, one would have to
look at the audio?---Yes.

COMMISSIONER: Did she seem to enjoy the pressure,
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These claims are not yet resolved.

Mr White?---I wouldn't go so far as to say she enjoyed the
pressure but she did Tike to be the centre of attention and
so a lot of these issues obviously made her the centre of
attention.

Did she enjoy the adrenalin rush from it all?---I think she
did. Not so much the threats but certainly the results
that we were obtaining from the information she provided.

MR COLLINSON: Just the Tast document on this subject
matter. If you could go to p.487, please. On 14 July 2008
you'll see an entry there for 9.33 am towards the bottom of
the page?---Yes.

It says, "Ms Gobbo stated that partner's car wash at
Highpoint had a suspected shot fired through the premises.
Ms Gobbo believed there was a bullet hole through the glass
and that Avondale Heights police had been called but that
no one had bothered to attend". Do you remember anything
about that?---I've got a vague recollection.

Was the person who fired that shot ever identified?---I
can't remember. I don't think so.

I want to go now to the documents that record the changes
in Ms Gobbo's health over the period she was an informer.
It's being suggested, Commissioner, that possibly this

could be a moment for a break if I'm going to a new topic.

COMMISSIONER: AT1 right.
MR COLLINSON: I don't mind.

COMMISSIONER: That's all right, we'll have a ten minute
break.

(Short adjournment.)
COMMISSIONER: Yes Mr Collinson.

MR COLLINSON: If the Commissioner pleases. Mr White,
you'll be pleased to know I want you to now go back to the
beginning again, that is the first folder, and if you could
turn up, please, it's p.41. Actually it's different than
that. I'11 start at a different spot. Could you go to
p.66, please.
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These claims are not yet resolved.

COMMISSIONER: Variety is the spice of Tife.

MR COLLINSON: Just wanting to, as I say, work through the
changes in Ms Gobbo's health over the period. I think you
made the comment, Mr White, that in a general sense

Ms Gobbo was quite a needy person in terms of her
relationship with SDU?---Yes.

And this emerged pretty early on I think as the SDU viewed,
it, this is 15 December 2005, do you see the heading
"Welfare", "Ms Gobbo appeared Tonely and enjoyed the
interaction with the DSU"?---Yes.

If you go to p.70 you'll see the heading "Source
profile"?---Yes.

And the last dot point, "Ms Gobbo claimed to only have four
friends that are not associated to either crime or legal
profession". So at this stage you're still building up
your knowledge of her personality; aren't you?---I think
we're still in the assessment phase at this point in time.

Yes. Page 82. This isn't all that useful a reference but

you can see under the heading "Welfare", "Source very
emotional, very tired and almost in tears". At the end of
the call, "Source appreciative of support". If I could

take you to p.96. If you see under heading "Welfare",
again this is, as you say, the assessment phase, "Source
depressed, father not around and missing him as it is
Christmas time". Did she mention to you over the years her
feelings of unhappiness because her father died when she
was relatively young?---She certainly did touch on it but I
can't remember the detail.

Page 113. I just don't need to dwell on this one. She
ends up buying into a car wash business with another
person, doesn't she, around this time?---Yes.

Then p.208. This is ICR 24 and the date is 24 March 2006.
If one 1ooks at point 7 of the page, this is just when Tony
Mokbel disappears in the middle of his trial and Ms Gobbo
appears to have her general sense of happiness change
dramatically to the positive, "Very apparent that

Ms Gobbo's demeanour changed dramatically, now laughs and
jokes a lot. People constantly ask her why she's so
happy". Do you have a recollection of that change in her
mood once Mokbel disappeared for a while?---No.
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If I could take you then to p.520. This is now nearly a
year, about a year after the relationship of being a human
source has been undertaken?---Yes.

Under "Welfare" you'll see she reports she's been suffering
stress for the Tast 13 months and is now becoming tired of
it?---Yes.

At p.522 at point 1 of the page you'll see she says she's
scheduled to see a specialist in the next week and that
she's unable to eat solids?---Yes.

Then if you could go to p.535. You'll see at the foot of
the page this is now 1 November 2006, "3838 has been in
tears for about 1.5 hours today. The meeting with Horty
has left 3838 upset and reminded her the way he has
previously treated 3838". 1I'm not sure it's necessarily
the meeting when he grabbed her by the throat, I think
that's much earlier in this year. "3838 described her
health as fucked and needs do something about it.

Discussed these issues, including the options of reducing
the commitment to SDU. VicPol/SDU has no expectation from
3838 and workload will be reduced if she would 1like to wind
back to reduce stress levels." Then 544. Under "Welfare"
you can see she's having trouble sleeping and dealing with
her status as a human source. Page 581, you mentioned in
your evidence that you recall she was at times grinding her
teeth at night due to stress, you can see a reference to
this at about point 8 of the page?---Yes.

She's recorded as saying she goes for check-ups as normal

stroke sufferers do. Page 590 - no, 591. I think you can
see under "SDU issue" at the point 5 of the page, "Health

issues re loss of weight. 36 kilos"?7---Yes.

"Ulcers and unable to sleep, teeth grinding due to stress.”
Further down there's a reference to the possibility of a
psychologist to see her?---Yes.

And then 610. You can see under "SDU issue" that the
source describes herself as clinically depressed and
unemployed, "Advised her to call the psychologist. Very
quiet, deadly quiet"?---Yes.

Then 612, she says at point 1 of the page, "General source
stress, being found out, being shot, who knows about her.
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Reaching a point of accepting these things. It is someone
else's problems, police. Nothing she or anyone can do to
stop these things. Fate. Advised to unload these issues
to the psych." This is now in early 2007 and if I could
take you to 638. At point 3 of the page you'll see she's
resigned herself that her status may be discovered in the
future. Then p.820. Do you see under "Welfare" it says at
point 7 of the page, "3838 commenced conversation with the
fact that she told all criminals that she was unavailable.
3838 states that she has had another mini break down. 3838
wanted to confirm that tonight's meeting was still in
place". A 1ittle further down, "Very upset and emotional".
I suppose just as a general point - you'll have read these
ICRs over the years - it's correct to say, isn't it, that
Ms Gobbo engaged in an extraordinarily intense social
connection with an incredibly wide range of criminals as
revealed in these ICRs?---Yes, but I don't know that this
was greatly different from what she was doing before our
relationship.

You didn't know her then, I suppose, but I think it's fair
to say though, isn't it, that SDU encouraged her to pursue
these relationships?---Some relationships, yes.

There's a distinction between tasking and not tasking,
isn't there?---Yes.

Tasking seems to be some specific job to work on somebody,
but just because you're not tasked doesn't mean you're not
also deputised to go out and circulate in the criminal
community to see what valuable intelligence might fall
out?---That's generally true but as you can see from the
record there's quite a Tot of occasions when where we're
saying her, "Don't do this for us. You don't have to do
this for us. You can stop, you can withdraw", so almost
the opposite of tasking.

Yes?---And it waxed and waned obviously depending on who
the criminal entities were.

Yes, it waxed and waned in terms of - I won't go back over
this - but sometimes a decision seems to be made that she
won't be tasked any further but then one sees a couple of
months Tater she has in fact been tasked, do you accept
that?---1 do. As I said a couple of times now, she would
volunteer information and sometimes it was information we
just couldn't ignore.
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I'm not suggesting she was ever reluctant to be tasked or
to gather intelligence. 1It's clearly something she adopted
almost with an excess of enthusiasm, would you agree with
that?---1'd say she was very good at it, yes.

If I can take you to p.904. We're now in mid-2007. Page
9047---Sorry, the entry here is 2008 but I think that's a
misprint.

Yes, it is actually. I think it's an error, it should be
2007. At this time I think this is possibly a meeting with
you and other handlers, yes. Under the "Welfare" heading
at 904 she says she spent the night vomiting and stated
that it is an internal reaction to stress?---1I see that.

Do you generally agree or think that her psychological
health declined over the three and a quarter years that you
observed her?---I don't think I'm in a position to provide
opinions as to her psychological health.

Yes?---But she was clearly under a sustained period of
stress. The only professional advice I had in relation to
her psychological state came from the psychologist which I
know you're aware of.

Did the psychologist communicate anything to you about
Ms Gobbo's condition?---Yes, yes.

Was that in writing or orally?---No, I don't - no, it's in
my diary.

I see, I haven't seen your diary. Are you able to just
summarise, if you can recollect it, what the gist of that
advice was or did it vary over time?---No, there's only the
one entry I think and it basically boiled down to something
we already knew, which was that Ms Gobbo had a big ego and
then she also gave me some feedback in relation to whether
she was at risk of suicide or self-harm.

What was - - -

COMMISSIONER: You took us to that during your examination
by Mr Winneke, didn't you?---I think we have discussed it,
Commissioner. The information I got was that the
psychologist didn't think that she was at risk of suicide
or self-harm.
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MR COLLINSON: Page 1150. This is still 1in August 2007.

Do you see at the top of the page, the first dot point,

"Ms Gobbo talked about going to Chadstone today to buy
birthday presents. She only lasted 15 minutes and had to
leave. Felt claustrophobic with all the people around.

She could not help it. Talk of feelings of withdrawal she
has. Can't stand being around people, just wants to be
left alone". Further down, "General talk re feeling of
depression and the situation she finds herself in. She
thought by getting the Mokbels in gaol it would rid her of
her problems. She feels this is now not the case". You'd
probably recollect, wouldn't you, that her feelings of
stress and anxiety deepened when she came round to the view
that simply putting the Mokbels in gaol hadn't really
helped her?---1 think 1ooking at that entry there the issue
is not so much that they're in gaol, it's not over yet
because she's still got to be concerned about the
possibility that her role might come out in various court
cases.

Yes. Putting them in gaol, or at least in the process of
putting them in gaol, didn't help her because she 1ived
under ever present threat of her role as an informer being
exposed?---Yes.

Or the Tesser event, but still highly risky, of her role of
persuading witnesses to give evidence against the Mokbels
being exposed?---Yes.

Then 1161. You'll see at point 7 of the page she's been to
see an oral surgeon. "Her condition is stress related.

She needs three months of not talking to reduce the
swelling. If she was an employee he would write her out a
medical certificate for three months off on WorkCover. She
talks about this is all very well, but how does she get
away from everything in her 1ife. She has not got income
protection insurance because they will not insure her any
more because of her stroke". Do you remember anything
about that?---No.

1174. I think at the middle of the page it says, perhaps
summarises it, "Ms Gobbo is depressed and looking for
sympathy". 1It's obvious, isn't it, that she regularly
dumped on the handler emotionally in a Tot of these
calls?---Yes.

1204, September 2007. More of the same under "Health".
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Again, if you look at the fifth dot point she consistently
seems to acknowledge that everything that's happened is her
own doing and now she can't make it stop, in other words
she doesn't seem to blame SDU very much?---That's correct.

Page 1207. She starts talking at about point 7 of the page
about ending the relationship with SDU. In the second-last
paragraph she starts talking about a staged exit?---Yes.

1325, you can see more descriptions to the handler of this
medication she's on and the handler has a discussion with
her about the dangers of taking morphine. 1354, at point 3
of the page - I took you to this I think before - "She
states she knows that she has mental issues over all this".
This is November 2007. "And still seeing these criminals
all the time, she comments that she needs a good psych."
Then 1578, this is January 2008. You'll see at point 3 of
the page, I think this is about the first time she starts
talking about suicide issues, "Mentioned thoughts of
suicide, clarified. Has no enthusiasm for 1life. Whinging,
has withdrawn from society. Has no social 1ife therefore
feels isolated, therefore feels Tonely, which is
depressing, but feels can't get out of it because thinks
self is not good company to be around. Handler discussed
directly use of words 'suicide' and seriousness of same.

Ms Gobbo states has no drive, energy, enthusiasm for
anything. Is not going to go and do anything dramatic, is
just a bit depressed. Gave example of exercising.

Normally would go to the gym but can't be bothered.
Repeated she wouldn't do anything dramatic". You made this
comment about drama queen. At the same time when people
start mentioning suicide that's obviously something you
have to take seriously, do you agree with that?---Yes.

If I can take you to the volume with the new ID number,
2958, p.3. You'll see that she speculates there about
becoming addicted to morphine, do you see that?---Yes.

It says "narcotics" but I think that's a reference to
morphine, isn't it? Then p.59. She says at point 9 of the
page, "Has lost 49 kilograms since talking to police but
talking helps her deal with the stress". I suppose that's
a pretty astonishing amount of weight to lose, isn't
it?---Yes.

Page 105, she's now again - this seems to be in grey for
some reason, perhaps because of the sensitivity of her
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not getting work because of the accusations of her being a
dog. Is this happening because the criminal community
suspects she's a human source or because she has a
reputation as a dog because of her role 1in suggesting to
particular witnesses that they give evidence against the
Mokbels and so on?---It's hard to say just Tooking at this
entry.

It's been suggested I Took at the last 1ine. I'm not sure
where that - "Ms Gobbo claims Purana would not have got to
that but for her information"?---That's a reference to the
seizure in the previous 1line.

That's really a different point, isn't it? 1It's saying
that her information got Purana to the point of being able
to seize that Targe sum of money in Horty Mokbel's shares.
Was that shares in an oil company that Horty Mokbel was
investing in?---I'm not sure.

Page 391. Just another needy call on 5 June 2008. Page
421. This seems to be part of a long telephone call. One
can see the call starts on p.419 and goes right through 420
to 421. You'll note she says at point 7 of the page she is
worried - on p.421, "She is worried though that finding a
job will be very hard. She thinks this is because of the
reputation down here. Google her name and all that comes
up is it's gangland lawyer and the car fire. Her
reputation is all but shot down here she thinks". So I
don't know whether this 1is her speaking to someone outside
Melbourne. That wouldn't be the case, would it, it would
be a Melbourne-based handler?---No, this would be what
she's saying to this particular handler.

Yeah?---That's how I interpret it.

425, more general discussion about having to move on with
her 1ife. It says in the third dot point under "SDU
welfare management", "She just has to decide where to go
and what job to do". Around this time she seems to have
recognised, Mr White, that she needs to leave the Bar, the
Victorian Bar. Do you recollect her giving that indication
at some point?---Yes, she was considering all sorts of jobs
that were not related to Taw.

It seems to be she was looking for some kind of fresh start
outside - - - ?---Yes.
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- - - outside being a barrister. Page 466, at the foot of
the page under "HS health", you can see she appears to go
on this depression drug called Endep. Do you see
that?---Yes.

At the top of 467, she seems to want to give a bit of a
description about how Endep works.

COMMISSIONER: I think they might have just got that from
the Victorian Health website by the look of it.

MR COLLINSON: Yes. Is that more 1likely, Mr White, that
the information at the top of p.467 would have been
something the handler derived from some kind of other
source than Ms Gobbo?

COMMISSIONER: If you look at the bottom of 466 it says
it's from the Victorian Health website.

MR COLLINSON: I see, yes?---That's consistent with how the
handlers operated.

Page 489. About point 7 of the page, and this 1is now July
2008, you can see the dot point, "Ms Gobbo is depressed
which required interaction. Ms Gobbo thinks that should be
institutionalised. Ms Gobbo wants a credit card and a
flight back to Bali". Skip that one. "Ms Gobbo states
that it is not handler's fault and not fair for handler to
have to deal with Ms Gobbo at the moment. The sickness,
mental stability and talk of depression are common themes
spoken by the CHIS". I think I should know what CHIS
is?---Covert human intelligence source.

Yes, thank you. Page 511. This is July 2008, point 6 of
the page. More general conversation "re Gobbo health and
emotions going downhill". 645, again much the same. She's
still taking morphine. Page 705.

COMMISSIONER: At 645 the handlers say to her, or she says,
"She cannot keep throwing pills at the matter and needs to
get expert medical advice". Perhaps that's her saying
that?---1I think the reference to "hopefully her doctor will
ring back before 2", it's probably coming from her.

MR COLLINSON: Although, Commissioner, it could be said
that the previous dot point might be read with it and that
might imply that it's the handler giving advice. I mean I
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think it's fair to say that the handlers are often, indeed
usually sympathetic with Ms Gobbo's descriptions of her
condition and endeavour to make helpful suggestions.

COMMISSIONER: Yes, I've certainly come across a few
references where they have spoken to her about the need to
speak to talk to her doctors about her medication, and they
do express concern about - - -

MR CHETTLE: Commissioner, the third dot point of that
entry might help.

COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well the second one too. "She's taken
a lot of morphine to counter the pain in her jaw. Advised
her she should go see a doctor about it." But there are
stronger ones than that too I've come across.

MR COLLINSON: Yes. Page 705 - - -

COMMISSIONER: I'm just wondering, you know, if this isn't
really more a matter of address.

MR COLLINSON: Yes.

COMMISSIONER: This witness, we're just going through - the
document's been tendered, it's all there. A 1ot of it has
been gone through by Mr Winneke. You're doing it in more
detail, I appreciate that. I just wonder if we've really
got the luxury to do it in this sort of detail.

MR COLLINSON: Yes, I accept that, Commissioner. I just
want to round it out.

COMMISSIONER: Yes, sure.

MR COLLINSON: At this particular time, which is coming up
with November 2008, and I am at virtually the end of this.
Mr White, if you could just go to p.705. I just want to -
you can see that at point 5 of the page there there's
references to suicide in the sense that Ms Gobbo's recorded
as saying, "Says would never have believed that Ms Gobbo
would ever contemplated suicide". Presumably that's
something she's saying, isn't it, Mr White?---At point 5?

Yes?---1 haven't found it.

It's p.705, point 5. Maybe it's the handler. Let me just
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- do you see the heading "HS personal"?---Yes.

And it says, "HS stating won't be in Melbourne next year
for June, July, August, is sick of everything"?---Yes.

Then it says, "Would never have believed that Ms Gobbo
would ever contemplated suicide. Told must talk about
this. Gobbo comes back with 'I would never do anything,
I'm just so frustrated with the pain and all the other
issues'." Is it Ms Gobbo that says, "Would never have
believed that she would ever contemplate suicide", or is
that the handler or is it just not possible to tell?---1I
think she must have brought it up because the reference
"told must talk about this" I think would be the handler
saying to her, "We have to talk about this". As you saw
with the previous reference to suicide, the handler
addressed it directly.

Yes?---1 think was the term that was used, and the handlers
would know very well this is something that they need to
make sure that they don't ignore.

The particular reason I'm focusing on this is that this is
just very close to the time when it's contemplated that

Ms Gobbo will wear a wire at a meeting with Mr Dale.
Remember that occurs on I think December 7, 20087?---Does
it?

It's 6 or 7. People are telling me it's 7 December 2008.
Can I ask you to go to p.713. You'll see that there's
another discussion on the topic of suicide and, you know,
Ms Gobbo says at the end, "Thinks about it sometimes but
could never do it to her family". But what I wanted to put
to you, and perhaps it will come up tomorrow because I'm
going to take you through the Dale topic tomorrow, but I
take it - you said, I think, issues of suicide raised by
people have to be taken carefully, but I take it you were
aware that at least this issue was being raised by Ms Gobbo
at the time when there was this discussion about her
wearing a wire for Dale?---If the wearing of the wire for
Dale is at this time or comes later, yes.

It's a pretty - I mean quite frankly it's a pretty foolish
thing that Ms Gobbo does from her point of view, isn't it,
to wear a wire for Dale?---Well, I have to get my head
around the discussions and what she was saying at that
time.
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Mr Winneke took you through it in a Tot of detail and he
took you in particular to numerous references where she
indicated that she was heavily reliant on what you thought
she should do in that regard.

MR CHETTLE: With respect, Commissioner, those were in
relation to making a statement for Petra. That was a
different topic.

MR COLLINSON: Yes, I accept that. Let's come to that a
1ittle Tater. What I'm really trying to fish around for is
she seems to be at this time at a very low ebb but
nonetheless agrees to wear a wire at this meeting with

Mr Dale. But don't you - I think I've asked the question
and haven't got an answer yet, and it's not your fault, but
don't you think that was a foolish thing for her to do from
her own interests?---1I think with the whole issue of
deciding to become a witness against Paul Dale - - -

No, I'm not there yet. It's a series of steps in a way,
isn't it - I'1T1 go to this tomorrow - but initially she
seems to take the position she'll wear a wire but not be a
witness, do you recollect that?---I do. I'm just - she had
discussions with, was it Petra Task Force I think, 1in
relation to this.

Yes?---And I'm not sure what they sort of addressed with
her in relation to this because to me going down that path
was always going down the path of becoming evidentiary
which meant certain actions had to be taken in relation to
protecting her and I'm not sure whether that was discussed
with her by the Petra investigators or even us at this
point in time. She might have seen that as a way out of
everything.

Yes?---Do you know what I'm referring to?

I think so but just picking up the thread of your point
there. You always realised, didn't you, that if Ms Gobbo
agreed to wear a wire and there was useful information that
was garnered, then she would be subject to enormous
pressure from the police to become a witness?---Yes.

We'll check it out tomorrow but my recollection is that
Ms Gobbo didn't really know that, she thought she might
wear a wire but not commit in any way to being a witness,
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These claims are not yet resolved.

that was her position initially, wasn't it?---I'm not sure
about that, Mr Collinson. I don't know that you could
really think anything else. If Paul Dale had said to her
something, for example, such as, "I've arranged to have
Carl Williams killed", you don't need to be brilliant to
work out that that was going to be evidentiary and the
police would want to use it.

Yes?---And that was always a possibility if she met with
Dale wearing a wire.

But to return to my question, don't you think she did a
very foolish thing even to wear a wire from the perspective
of her own interests?---Well, again, I would 1like to know
what information she had and what she got from the Petra
investigators, because if she had decided that she could
potentially be a witness just by reason of having worn a
wire, then certain things would have to have been done to
protect her and she might have seen that as the way to get
out of all of this and start afresh. I'm hoping you
understand what I'm saying because I'm not allowed to make
reference to - talk about it

I think I'm beginning to grasp it. You're positing that it
was a means of catapulting herself into a certain
protection program?---Yes, thank you.

I'd suggest to you that, on the documents, doesn't really
seem to be her motivation. Is that a recollection you've
got or are you just positing that as a - - - ?---No, I'm
saying to you that when I had the eventual discussion with
her that was the topic that was discussed, because that
could be the only way she could ever become a witness. Now
I don't know if those discussions were had with her before
she wore the wire, either by the SDU team or the Petra
investigators.

Yes. Where I'm coming to is it just seems to be about the
same time she is speaking of suicide and so on that she's

being put in a position to make a decision about wearing a
wire for Dale. I mean that much is clear, isn't it?---Yes.

You must have known at the time that she was in an
apparently depressed state?---1I knew that she was highly
stressed, we've just gone through that material. I must
have known what impact that was having on her.
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What I'm suggesting to you is really it wasn't fair to ask
Ms Gobbo in the condition she was in at the end of November
2008 to decide all by herself whether it was the right
thing to wear a wire for Dale?---Well I'11 have to wait
until we go through the material tomorrow because I don't
know what's in there. I don't know if it's something she
volunteered or that we, the SDU, asked her to do or that
they, the Petra investigators, asked her to do.

Well I think it's fair to say that it was Petra that asked
her to do it but very quickly SDU comes into the decision
making apparatus for whether she should do it or not, you'd
remember that, wouldn't you?---We certainly had some
involvement in - well, we had opinions about whether it
should be done or not, yes.

I don't seem to be able to get a direct answer on this.
What I'm really suggesting to you is in the Tight of what
seems to be her very unhappy psychiatric condition at this
time, she was just not in a proper position to make a
decision to do that without advice from somebody who could
look at the pluses and minuses from her point of view.

COMMISSIONER: And to add to what Mr Collinson said, we do
know that she had Tost 46 kilos from the material. There's
some other reference to her doctor saying she was seriously
under weight, she was getting treated for depression and
she was on heavy painkillers for her jaw pain. That's the
sort of background the handlers are knowing about at this
time?---Yes.

MR COLLINSON: Just when I put the information in the ICRs
together Tike that - and thank you, Commissioner, for that
additional information - it's just this juxtaposition of

Ms Gobbo seeming to be really at the worst state she's been
in for the three and a quarter years, or three years now
that she's been an informer, and she's asked to make this
decision when really, I suggest, she just was not well
placed mentally to do that. What's your view,

Mr White?---Well I think that's probably right and we
didn't want her to go down this path, as you know. Did we
think enough about her mental state at the time? I don't
know. Honestly, I don't know whether she volunteered to do
this to the Petra investigators until we go through the
material.

I think she did. I think she did. I mean they asked her
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to and it depends what you mean by volunteered. I mean she
agreed to, but she agonised over it. You don't recollect
that?---No

COMMISSIONER: You do recollect we went through only a day
or so ago that she was seeking your guidance constantly
about whether she - what you thought she should do, you
recall that?---Yes.

Yes?---Yes. And she did ask me in relation to that
specific issue about becoming a witness, what my opinion
was, and I know we'll go through this tomorrow, so.

MR COLLINSON: Were the Petra people aware of her health
condition when they were asking her to assist in this
way?---Well they were briefed about her but I can't recall
now what they were specifically told.

If that's a convenient time, Commissioner?
COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right.

MR COLLINSON: We'll take things up tomorrow.
COMMISSIONER: How are we going, Mr Collinson?

MR COLLINSON: I've made my promise that I'11 finish
tomorrow.

COMMISSIONER: Yes. I think, and this is really something
for you to take into account too, Mr Chettle, I think the
material is all here in the tendered ICRs and diaries and
so forth and that can be referred to. So perhaps if you
can use summaries of that to get to the point that you're
seeking to make with it so that we can get there a bit
faster than just going through constantly one thing after
another.

MR CHETTLE: Commissioner, I obviously will only get a
start tomorrow. I intend in the ensuing time to thin it
right out.

COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Mr Chettle, in your case too it
is re-examination.

MR CHETTLE: I understand that.

.22/08/19 5162

WHITE XXN - IN CAMERA



16:
16:
16:
16:
16:
16:

16:
16:
16:
16:
16:
16:
16:

16:
16:
16:
16:
16:

16:
16:
16:
16:
16:
16:

28:
28:
28:
28:
28:
28:

28:
28:
28:
28:
28:
29:
29:

29:
29:
29:
29:
29:

29:
29:
29:
29:
29:
29:

This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police.

26
28
31
36
37
38

39
41
46
50
56
00
01

01
03
07
09
09

13
52
56
56
57
58

ONO OB~ WN =

A DA DBEADEREDOOWOOWWWWWWOWLWONDNDNDNDNDNDNNDNN=_2222A A
NO OO DD OWON_LOOONOOODAOPRL,WON_LAODOONOODAPRRWON_APOOCOONOOCODOWON—-LOO

.22/08/19

VPL.0018.0001.4804

These claims are not yet resolved.

COMMISSIONER: Yes. Then the other thing I was going to
mention, we'll do some housekeeping matters tomorrow at
9.30, Ms Enbom. I think you've been informed of that
through your solicitors.

MS ENBOM: I haven't, no.

COMMISSIONER: The solicitors haven't yet? No, just
wanting to know what's happening with delays in PII claims
on various exhibits and so forth going back some time and
transcripts and ICRs and so forth which we're trying to
move forward and get something into the public domain.

MS ENBOM: Yes.

COMMISSIONER: We'll talk about that tomorrow, but you
should have an email about it waiting for you when you get
out of court today.

MS ENBOM: Yes. 1I'11 have a Took at that overnight.

COMMISSIONER: If it hasn't filtered down to everybody,
we'll be adjourning at 3.40 tomorrow. We'll adjourn now.

<(THE WITNESS WITHDREW)

ADJOURNED UNTIL FRIDAY 23 AUGUST 2019
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